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1Dhikru Adewale Yagboyaju, Adeoye O. Akinola  (2019), Nigerian State and the Crisis of  
Governance: A Critical Exposition, SAGE Journal.  
2Chester, C. A. (2019), African Governance: Challenges and Their Implications. Georgetown 
University. https://www.hoover.org/research/african-governance-challenges-and-their-
implications
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governance, for it is governance that determines whether there are durable links 

between the state and the society it purports to govern. The nature of  governance is 

central because it determines whether the exercise of  authority is viewed as 

legitimate. Legitimate authority, in turn, is based on accepted laws and norms 

rather than the arbitrary, unconstrained power of  the rulers. Governance also has 

an important regional dimension relating to the institutional structures and norms 

that guide a region's approach to challenges and that help shape its political 

culture. 

Chester further reiterated the advantage of  political structure among various 

states. A number of  African states have decentralized their political decision-

making systems and moved to share or delegate authority from the center to 

provincial or local levels. The jury is still out on the merits of  this practice. The 

cases of  Nigeria, Kenya, and South Sudan suggest that each case must be assessed 

on its own merits. At times, devolution has had major fiscal and governance 

consequences, including serving as a vehicle for co-option and corruption. Large 

countries such as the DRC, Ethiopia, and Mozambique are likely to experience 

pressures against centralized, authoritarian, or one-party governance (whether 

accompanied by real elections or not). This however, has effect on the level of  

national development or otherwise. 

The problems that face African governments are dynamic and largely universal. 

African societies are exposed to especially severe pressures, and governments must 

operate in an environment of  high social demands and limited resources and 

capacity with which to meet them. Reviews on Nation Building in Africa , 

supports the assertion that the critical and central issue of  governance, from the 

utilitarian perspective of  British lawyer and political thinker Jeremy Bentham 

(1748-1832) to the African idea of  communalism among such others, should be 

people centered. Research contribution from scholars recommends the need for 

enthroning the dominant ethos in the governance of  African countries. The 

contributions further focus on key issues of  governance and leadership. There are 

security of  lives and properties, promotion of  the rule of  law, institutional capacity 

and service delivery, and socio economic development.
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Africa; and the Horn.) Second, the levels of  direct 'battle deaths' from these events 

is relatively low when compared with far higher levels in the wars of  the Middle 

East. Some of  these conflicts are, in reality, low-tech, sporadic skirmishes and 

armed attacks. Third, Africa's conflict burden reflects different forms and sources 

of  violence that sometimes become linked to each other: political movements may 

gain financing and coercive support from criminal networks and traffickers, while 

religious militants with connections to terrorist groups are often adept at making 

common cause with local grievance activists. Large states and those with complex 

ethnic and geographic features—e.g., the DRC, Nigeria, Uganda, the Sudans, 

Ethiopia—may be especially prone to such multi-sourced violence. Indeed, it 

should be added that a high percentage of  today's conflicts are recurrences of  

previous ones, often in slightly modified form with parties that may organize 

under more than one flag. One scholar specializing on the Horn of  Africa likens 

the situation a 'political marketplace' in which politics and violence are simply 
5

options along the spectrum pursued by powerful actors.

This brief  overview of  conflict in Africa signals the severity of  the security 

challenges to African governance, especially in those sub-regions that feature 

persistent and recurrent outbreaks of  violence. Recent developments add further 

complications to the region: (a) the collapse of  Libya after 2011, spreading large 

quantities of  arms and trained fighters across the broader Sahel region; (b) the 

gradual toll of  desertification placing severe pressure on traditional herder/farmer 

relationships in places like Sudan and Nigeria; and, (c) the proliferation of  local IS 

or Al Qaeda franchises in remote, under-governed spaces. Not surprisingly, 

incumbent leaders facing these challenges look to short-term military remedies 

and extend a welcome to military partners—with France, the United States, and 

the United Nations the leading candidates.

The link between conflict and governance is a two-way street. Security challenges 

can impose tough choices on governments that may act in ways that compound the 

problem, opening the door to heightened risks of  corruption and the slippery slope 

of  working with criminal entities. On the other hand, weak or destructive 

governance is sometimes the source of  conflicts in the first place. This can happen 

in several ways. In the thankfully rare cases where national governance breaks 

down completely—South Sudan, Somalia, CAR—its absence is an invitation to 

every ethnic or geographic community to fend for itself—a classic security 

dilemma.
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Adapted from: https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2978.html
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Adapted from: https://www.ipinst.org/wp-content/uploads/publications/ipi_e_pub_elections_ 

in_africa__2_.pdf

1Freedom House, "Electoral Democracies," in Freedom in the World 2010, available at 
www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fiw10/ElectoralDemocraciesFIW2010.pdf  .
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legitimacy is largely linked to the means through which they attain and maintain 

power. Yet progress has been uneven. Elections have facilitated the emergence of  

democratic governments in Benin, Cape Verde, Ghana, Mali, Senegal, and South 

Africa. Following autocratic regimes and protracted civil wars, more stable 

societies have emerged in Guinea, Liberia, Niger, and Sierra Leone. In some cases, 

however, elections have been manipulated to legitimate autocratic regimes or to 

ensure dynastic successions on the continent. Violence still plagues approximately 
2

20 to 25 percent of  elections in Africa.  In recent times, high-profile electoral crises 

in Kenya (2007-2008), Zimbabwe (2000 and 2008), and Côte d'Ivoire (2010-2011) 

have collectively led to at least four thousand deaths and hundreds of  thousands 
3displaced.  Electoral violence can erode a people's faith in democratic processes. 

Additionally, countries with a history of  electoral violence often experience a 

recurrence of  such violence, as has been witnessed in Kenya, Nigeria, and 

Zimbabwe.

This is a particularly important moment in Africa's history. Forty-one of  the fifty-

four countries on the continent will organize elections in 2011 and 2012. At the 

time of  the IPI roundtable on elections in Africa in late July 2011, presidential and 

legislative elections were going to be held in seventeen more African countries by 

the end of  the year. Over the next year and a half, if  Africa's elections are by and 

large conducted fairly, transparently, and peacefully, they could significantly 

contribute to the consolidation of  democratic processes on the continent, as 

domestic support for democracy tends to increase when elections are not marred 

by violence.

2Dorina Bekoe, “Trends in Electoral Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa,” Peace Brief  13, United 
States Institute of  Peace, March 10, 2010, available at 
http://www.usip.org/files/resources/PB13Electoral%20Violence.pdf  
3In Kenya, over 1,200 people were killed during the 2007-2008 post-election crisis. See UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, “Report from OHCHR Fact-finding Mission to Kenya, 6-28 
February 2008,” available at http://blog.ushahidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/final-
ohchr-kenya-report-19-march2008.pdf  . In Zimbabwe, 36 politically motivated deaths and 2,000 
cases of  political violence including abductions, beatings, torture, and killings were recorded in 
2008. See Human Rights Watch, “'Bullets for Each of  You': State-Sponsored Violence since 
Zimbabwe's March 29 Elections,” June 9, 2008, available at 
www.hrw.org/news/2008/06/09/zimbabwe-runoff-vote-will-be-dead-arrival . And in Côte 
d'Ivoire during the 2010-2011 post-election crisis, at least 3,000 people were killed, 72 people 
disappeared, and 520 people were subject to arbitrary arrest and detentions. See UN News 
Centre, “ICC prosecutor seeks authorization to probe Côte d'Ivoire violence,” available at 
www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38817&Cr=Ivoire&Cr1=.August.

Reviews on Nation Building in Africa   



31 | p a g e

4African Union Panel of  the Wise, “Election-Related Disputes and Political Violence: 
Strengthening the Role of  the African Union in Preventing, Managing, and Resolving Conflict,” 
The African Union Series, New York: International Peace Institute, July 2010.
5Ibid.
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6UN Department of  Political Affairs, “Types of  Assistance,” available at 
www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/main/issues/elections/types_of_assistance . Examples 
of  the UN organizing and managing elections include Cambodia in 1992-1993 and Timor-Leste 
in 2001-2002.
7African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance, adopted by the eighth ordinary session of  
the AU Assembly, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, January 30, 2007, available at 
www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/AFRICAN_CHARTER_ON_DEMOCRACY_ELECTIONS
_AND_GOVERNANCE.pdf  .
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8“The Elections Bill, 2011,” Commission for the Implementation of  the Constitution, 3rd 
Working Draft, May 15, 2011, available at 
http://cickenya.org/sites/default/files/bills/Elections_Bill_2011-15th_May.pdf  .
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9International Criminal Court, “Situation in the Republic of  Kenya,” ICC-01/09, available at 
www.icccpi.int/Menus/ICC/Situations+and+Cases/Situations/Situation+ICC+0109/Situation
+Index.htm .
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Conclusion

Elections are complex processes. Beyond their potential to help countries shift 

from autocratic regimes to more democratic ones, emphasis should be placed on 

“transformations not transitions.” The participants at the roundtable highlighted 

the importance of  political processes to ensure inclusiveness and the credibility of  

the electoral process, to assist political parties to overcome their disagreements, 

and to provide security to the contending parties. The holding of  elections alone 

does not speak to the quality of  democracy in a country and, as has been 

demonstrated time and again, it can spark large-scale violence. Rather, elections 

should be part of  a broader political framework that promotes good governance, 

the rule of  law, and equal participation in politics. Africa has made tremendous 

progress during the past couple of  decades, both normatively and in practice, in 

developing principles of  democracy and good governance; however, much work 

remains to be done.
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Adapted from: https://africana.sas.upenn.edu/people/ali-dinar
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Adapted from: https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/agr4_eng_front-
matter.pdf
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1All figures reported are the results of  the authors' computations using data from the OECD 
Development Assistance Committee, and in particular table 30 on “Net disbursements of  ODA 
to Sub-Saharan Africa by recipient” and table 25 on “ODA receipts and selected indicators for 
developing countries and territories”. Available from http://www.oecd.org/ 
dac/stats/statisticsonresourceflowstodevelopingcountries. htm. Accessed 31 August 2015. 
Easterly and Pfutze (2008, p.2) warn about the quality of  data, in a situation where “cooperation 
with the DAC is voluntary and a number of  international agencies apparently do not participate 
in this sole international effort to publish comparable aid data”.
2The average of  the years 1997 and 1998 was $20,967 million (at 2012 prices and exchange rates), 
and it became $44,904 million in 2013.
3See also, among others, Askarov and Doucouliagos (2013).
4The computations are from data available from http://www. norad.no/en/front/countries/.
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5More information is available from http://www.ft.com/intl/ cms/s/0/28b88282-8a04-11e4-
9271-00144feabdc0.html.
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6See http://www.parliaments.info/.
6For a discussion on open data, see Lucio Picci (2012).
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Type of  Violence  Fighting Force  

 
Government

 
RUF

 
CDF

 
AFRC Total

Killing of  civilian

 
0

 
30.0

 
28.6

 
0 20.0

Killing of  enemy

 

0

 

0

 

28.6

 

0 8.0

Arson and looting

 

0

 

10.0

 

28.6

 

0 40.0

Physical assault/rape

 

100

 

10.0

 

0

 

0 4

None 0 50.0 14.3 100 28.0

Total (N) 100(14) 100(20) 100(14) 100(2) 100(50)
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Table 2: Status of  selected major African conflicts

Source: Compiled from: The World in 2005 (The Economist, 2005) p.80. 

As presented in the study, the data above clearly revealed that conflict have taken 

their tolls on Africa's development, from states committing a disproportionate 

percentage of  their national resources to the purchase of  arms and the diversion of  

human resources to the battlefield, and thereby depriving the productive sectors of  

the economy of  the necessary support. Again also, there is the crisis of  refugees and 

the humanitarian tragedy and other social problems that are associated with these 

conflicts.

Countries/Region  Characterizing Features  Status

Angola
 

27 years of  civil war ended in 2002.
 

Wholly or partly   

resolved 

Congo

 

Five years of  civil wars in which some 3 million 

died ended in 2003.

 

Wholly or partly 

resolved

Burundi

 

Civil war and sporadic fighting between ethnic 

militia that spills across region: Rwanda, 

Burundi, and Eastern Congo.

 

Live conflict

Congo-Brazzaville 

 

Fighting between rebels and government forces 

continues despite a 2003 ceasefire.

 

Live conflict

Central Africa Republic

 

Internal political instability and violent border 

skirmishes over water and grazing rights.

 

Live conflict

Cote d’Ivoire 

 

Ongoing clashes between the rebel-held north 

and army-held south.

 

Live conflict

Eritrea/Ethiopia

 

Precise demarcation of  the violently disputed 

border between the two countries has yet to be 

finalized despite a formal agreement in 2000.

 

Live conflict

Liberia

 

14 years of  civil war ended in shaky truce in 

2003.

 

Live conflict

Sierra-Leone

 

Ten years of  civil war ended in 2002. The 

tentative peace is maintained by UN-troops, due 

to withdrawal at the end of  2004.

 

Live conflict

Somalia 

 

Anarchic country controlled by feuding 

warlords. Central government unable to 

exercise sway over the capital city Mogadishu. 

Two slices of  the country. “Somaliland” and 

“Puntland” have defacto seceded.

Live conflict

Sudan Ruthless ethnic cleansing in the Darfur region, 

leaving 1.5 million homeless, 50,000 dead and 

200,000 in refugees camps in neighbouring 

Chad.

Live conflict

Uganda A brutal campaign of  abduction and murder by 

Mythical Lord’s Resistance Army has forced as 

many 1.8 million people from their homes.

Live conflict
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 interest of  leaders. It will be recalled that most of  the conflicts in Africa 

especially post-election conflicts occur due to the selfish desires of  leaders 

who often place their selfish and tribal interest above the collective interest 

of  the entire populations.

4. Efforts should also be made to establish electoral reforms that will 

guarantee free, fair and credible elections and at the same time build a 

lasting and legitimate succession plan. This is imperative because records 

have shown that the first set of  post-independence leaders in Africa failed 

to transfer political power to those they left behind peacefully.

5. It is believed that in Africa, leadership is seen and described as politics of  

the belly. According to Beyart (2009) access to political power means 

access to wealth which Zartman (2006) also described as an opportunity 

for leaders to engage in primitive accumulation of  wealth. According to 

Beyart and Zartman, the struggle for the control of  the mineral and 

natural resources in Africa accounts for the high level of  violence, 

insecurity and the collapse of  several African states. Thus, if  Africa must 

record any form of  progress, the culture of  primitive accumulation and 

personalization of  the state as a family business has to stop forthwith.

6. The African Union, ECOWAS and other international organizations and 

agencies such as the International Court of  Justice (ICJ), International 

Criminal Court (ICC) should intensify efforts in checking misrule, human 

right violations by desperate leaders across the world. It is on record that 

some leaders have transform themselves from military to civilian rule 

without the consent of  their people while others have illegally remained in 

power for decades in violation of  the constitution of  their states. To serve 

as a deterrent, such leaders should be sanctioned and prosecuted. 
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Ukeje, C. (2003). State disintegration and civil war in Liberia in Sesay, A. (ed) Civil 

wars, child soldiers and post-conflict peace building in West Africa. 
African Strategic and Peace Research Group (AFSTRAG): College Press 
and Publishers Limited.

William, A. J. (1996). Third world politics at the crossroads. USA: D.C. Heath and 

Company.

Zartman, I. W. (1971). The politics of  trade negotiations between Africa and the common 

market. Princeton: Princeton University press.

Zartman, I. W. (ed.) (2000) Traditional cures for modern conflicts: African conflict 

medicine builder: CO Lynne Rienner.
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Banal nation building policies  Profound nation building policies

Changing the name of  the state, capital, 

streets

 

Religious and linguistic homogenization

National anthems, daily flag-raising 

ceremonies

 

Education policies on promoting nation-

building

 
National holidays

 

One-party states

 

Changing national currencies Non-ethnic censuses

National dress/attire Land nationalization
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Nation Building in Tanzania

Tanzania is one of  the most diverse countries on the African continent with over 

120 ethnic groups and an almost equal balance of  Muslims and Christians (Kessler 

2006).  Since its independence in 1961, apart from being involved in one external 

war and the 1978 invasion of  Uganda to topple Idi Amini's tyrannical regime, and 

attempt that was largely welcomed by the Ugandans; Tanzania has never had an 

internal war (Brzoska and Pearson 2004:209 in Kessler 2006).  This, however, does 

not suggest that the country has been immune to conflict.  Cases of  internal 

conflict have revolved around issues of  cattle-rustling, vigilante justice, political 

and religious differences (Kessler 2006).  For instance, in 1993, the now-banned 

Muslim activist group balukta, incited riots in the primarily Muslim Mwembechi 

area of  Dar es Salaam against butcheries that sold pork (Heilman and Kaiser 2002: 

696 in Kessler 2006).  Tensions and clashes in Zanzibar have also principally been 

religious.  Politically, there have been incidences of  occasional clashes between 

supporters of  opposing political and state militia following the reestablishment of  

multi partyism in 1995 (Kessler 2006).  

Despite this, the prevailing peace in the country attests to the success of  nation 

building amongst Tanzanians.  So much so, Kessler (2006) observes that peace has 

been viewed as the primary source of  national pride in the country.  It is therefore 

important to focus on some of  the nation building policies adopted in Tanzania 

that have ensured enduring peace and stability. The long-term policy directions 

adopted in Tanzania were a result of  the Arusha Declaration of  1967 which was 

the ruling party's Policy on Socialism and Self  Reliance and essentially the 

country's statement of  African Socialism (Kessler 2006).  The economic policies 

of  villageization, collectivization, and attempts to prevent economic exploitation 

contributed to unity and non-polarization because no group was favoured and all 

were supposed to struggle together for development.  Politically, all competition 

has to be housed within a single national party which firmly established a passive 

political subject orientation among most citizens (Kessler 2006).  In essence, post-

colonial Tanzania embarked on 'restructuring identity' meaning that, rather than 

adopting ideologies from the Eastern bloc that appeared to dovetail with perceived 

African ideas, the Tanzanian government set up its own 'ideological laboratory' 

and produced their brand of  socialism (Asante 2008:23).  
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different groups of  people who come from different racial groups and from 

different countries of  the formerly colonised world. Postcolonialism strives to 

unify these people based on their shared experience of  oppression that continues 

after gaining independence. Nation building in Africa can also base unity on a 

shared experienced of  socio-economic and political oppression both in history and 

in the contemporary era. However as Appiah (2003) cautions, African unity 

should not be based on a false sense of  commonality because pre-colonial Africa 

had a great deal of  diversity of  culture, language and religion. He also argues that 

attempts to unify Africa today based on a common racial identity are very 

problematic because of  the racial diversity Africans, Appiah postulates that any 

attempt to build Pan Africanism has to be based on common challenges or the 

current conditions. African countries share the same economic, political and 

ecological challenges and this can serve as the basis of  solidarity in order to fight 

against exclusion and marginalization. Therefore African identity is not about 

recovering from history old identity is not about recovering from history old 

identities that were lost but rather an African identity is emerging on the basis of  

shared political and social challenges (2003:176). This approach to nation building 

allows the continent's diversity to flourish but at the same time gives the African 

people a tool which can be used to build unity amongst Africans and broadly with 

other populations across the world that share the same experiences.

Lastly, for nation building to remain relevant, appeals to homogenise or create 

uniformity in a nation-state should be avoided. Thus nation building can still be 

useful it appeals to principles that treat everyone equally irrespective of  their ethnic 

identity. As noted earlier, this describes a civic nation which is premised on a 

common identity and loyalty to set a of  political ideas and institutions (Stephenson 

2005). Schnapper (2007:229) adds that, “through the notion of  citizenship, a civic 

nation transcends all particularities such as biological, historical, economic, 

social, religious, or cultural differences. Every citizens has the same rights and the 

same duties, and is subjected to the same laws regardless of  their race, gender, 

religion, socioeconomic status or ethnic identity”. Thus nation building should 

strive to emphasis a civil national identity, instead of  uniformity by promoting 

loyalty towards the Constitution, the rule of  law and institutions of  the state. 
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Yaqub, N. (2007). Consolidating democracy in Nigeria: Emerging challenge from the 

2007 general elections. Being a Paper Presented in Honour of  one of  his 

Students, Honourable Abdul Ahmed Ningi (MHR). 
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youth who are deprived from access to job opportunities are aggrieved and as such 

become tools for electoral violence in Nigeria. The paper recommends among 

other things; job creation, skills acquisition, agricultural programs, soft loans, and 

monthly stipends for unemployed youth. 

Keywords: Youth, Unemployment, Electoral violence, Democracy, 

Nigeria.

Introduction

Electoral violence in Nigeria like many other African states has been an age long 

issue that dates back to 1922 with the introduction of  Clifford's constitution. The 

attainment of  independence in 1960 recorded the first electoral violence in post-

colonial Nigeria in 1964 and 1965 following both federal and regional elections as 

well as rift between Awolowo and Akintola (Abah and Nwokwu 2015). The 

situation of  electoral violence since this period remained unabated despite various 

electoral laws and policies rolled out by various governments to curb the situation. 

Since the return of  democracy in 1999, the spat of  electoral violence in the country 

has taken a new and dangerous dimensions as it has moved from rigging to political 

killing, bombings, armed clashes between supporters of  rival political parties, 

kidnapping of  political rivalries, burning of  houses, vehicles and properties 

(Akiyemi, 2011). The violence takes place in three major dimension, namely; pre, 

during and post-election as noted by Adeja (2006), thereby questioning the real 

motives behind the present dimension of  political violence. Though the candidates 

of  various political parties deploy various strategies to out twists their political 

rivalry in term of  intimidation, the real violent attacks are carried out by the 

supporters who are mainly the youth who have tied their success in life to the 

success of  their candidates in such elections, and for such group, election is a do or 

die affair. Although several factors could have contributed to this situation, there is 

no doubt that youth unemployment have contributed immensely to the level of  the 

present electoral violence in Nigeria. This group is made up of  mostly the 

unemployed youth and the underemployed ones, prompting Iyoko (2012) to argue 

that unemployment has become chronic and intractable and has become the brain 

behind youth restiveness in the country which electioneering normally creates 

opportunities for them. Berkowitz (2009) notes that youth all over the world are 

vital and important segment of  the society in which they live, as disciplined, 

focused and law abiding youth can create a bright future for any nation, however, 

where the future of  the youth becomes bleak, they are engulfed by frustration.
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Year                                                             Unemployment Rate in Percentage

     
1999                                                                      

  
9.14

 

      
2003                                                                     

  
9.24

 

      
2007

       
8.51

 

      

2011

       

9.71

 2015 16.3

2019 (third quarter) 19.6  
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Year                                                                  Rate of Violence (Death)

     
1999                                                                      

  
78

 

      
2003                                                                     

  
100

 

      

2007

       

300

 

      

2011

       

800

 
2015 106

2019 626

Year        Population   Registered Voters  % P       Voter Turnout% VT

     
1999           

 
119.3                 57.9                         

  
48.5      30.3  52.3

      
2003           

 
139.1                

 
60.8                         

  
45.7      42 69.1

      
2007

 
147

  
61.6

              
41.9

 
35.5 57.3

      

2011

 

162.9

  

73.5

              

45.1

 

40.7 55.4

2015 181.2 69.3 38.3 29.4 42.4

2019 195.9 84 43         28.6                34.7
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be objective in global issues either it directly or indirectly affect him/ her in their 
analysis. The knowledge of  history teaches people how to relate with other races, 
ethnic groups and societies. History offers hope and solace to the oppressed 
citizens of  the globe.

Conclusion
The foregoing as attempted to examine history and spotlight its significance to 
man and its society. History which aims at studying the past is a noble discipline 
which offers solutions to critical and crucial questions in the globe. Thus, a 
knowledge and constant touch of  history imbibe good virtues to man and its 
society. Every society on earth cannot do without history, so also every discipline. 
It is interesting to note that there is history in medicine and surgery, economics, 
political science and mechanical engineering amongst others. Since man is a living 
and moving history, its study and significance can't be totally abated. Conclusively, 
the discipline of  history and its significance offers solace and hope to the millions 
of  people globally be oppressed.

Recommendations
The following are measures advanced for the studying of  history, the significance 
of  a noble discipline suddenly halted and losing its steam in Africa continent. The 
recommendations if  implemented will also serve as means to rejuvenate the 
historical discipline on the Africa continent.

1. From the study of  history, it is succinctly clear that the discipline has 
lessons to learn from and what to offer to man and his society. African 
citizens and their leaders should have a paradigm shift towards the 
discipline and accept its significance and study at all level for their growth 
and harmonious living.

2. Students and practitioners of  the discipline in the African continent 
should be proud of  their discipline, and also do the needful in spreading its 
value and significance to their societies via writing, seminars, conferences 
and teaching at all level of  education in the continent.

3. History should be mandatory discipline in African schools across all level 
of  education.

4. Africa leaders should enforce law via parliaments of  their respective 
independence African states to study history and have a good knowledge 
of  the discipline before contesting for the respective seats of  Vice President 
and President of  their nations.
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Table 1: Nigeria: Education Financing, 1960-1995 (Nm).

Source: Computed from CN. Annual Report and Statement of  Accounts, Various 

Years: Statistical Bulletin, June 1995.

Nigerian Primary Education

Primary education is the first component of  basic education, the other component 

being junior secondary education. Basic education is often considered a right 

which nations have a responsibility to guarantee to each generation. This partly 

explains the adoption of  the defunct Universal Primary Education (UPE) in 

Nigeria in 1976 (later revised in 1981). This level of  education is for 6 to 11 year – 

old children. It shows the growth in the number of  Nigeria's primary schools: 

from 15,703 in 1960 to 39,677 in 1995 a phenomenal growth.

Year  Recurrent  
Expenditure

 

Capital Expenditure  Total Edu. 

Expenditure
 

Total Federal 

Expenditure

Education 

Expenditure as 

% of Total 

government 

Expenditure
 

Amount

 
% of 

Total

 

Amount

 
% of 

Total

 
1960

     

246.9

  
1965

     

404.2

  

1970

 

3.2

 

51.61

 

3.0

 

48.39

 

6.2

 

1130.1

 

0.55

1975

 

218.9

 

25.75

 

631.1

 

74.25

 

850.0

 

8252.3

 

10.29

1980

 

509.1

 

41.11

 

749.4

 

58.89

 

1238.5

 

23695.7 5.22

1985

 

697.2

 

84.67

 

126.2

 

15.33

 

823.4

 

12680.0 6.49

1990

 

2402.8

 

85.23

 

416.3

 

14.79

 

2819.1

 

60268.2 4.68

1991 1256.3 80.88 297.0 19.12 1553.3 66584.4 2.33

1992 297.0 36.63 507.2 63.07 804.2 92797.4 0.87

1993 5336.4 84.28 995.1 15.72 6331.5 233806.5 2.71

1994 7382.8 78.25 2051.9 21.75 9434.7 202513.0 4.66

1995* 9746.4 80.07 2426.4 19.93 12172.8 256520.7 4.75
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Table 2: Nigeria: Growth in the Number of  Primary Schools, 1960-1995.

Source: Ayanwu (1987a) And CBN, Annual Report And Statement Of  Accounts, 

Various Years.

Table 3 present primary school enrolments in Nigeria between 1960 and 1993/94 

sessions. it grew from 2,912,618 in 1960 to about 16,191,000 in 1993/94. It also 

shows the predominance of  male enrolment for the period, 1979/80 to 1993/94. 

There was no year that female enrolment was over 45% between 1979 and 1993. 

Thus the gender ratio ranged from 76 in 1979 to 95 in 1993. While primary 

education is currently funded by the federal government through the primary 

education commission, its management rests with the local governments.

Year  Number of Primary Schools  
1960

 
15,703

 
1965

 
14,967

 1970

 
14,902

 1975

 

21,200

 1980

 

36,626

 
1985

 

33,353

 
1990

 

35,433

 

1991

 

35,446

 

1992

 

36,610

 

1993

 

37,812

 

1994 38,000

1995 39,677
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Year  Total Enrolment (“000)  Enrolment Ratio (%)  
M

 
F

 
M/F

 
%F

 
M

 
F

 
MF Gender Ratio

1960

   
2,913

    1965

   

2,912

    1970

   

3,516

    
1975

   

6,128

    
1979/80

 

6,823

 

5,295

 

12,118

 

34.7

 

118

 

90

 

104 .76

1980/81

 

7,808

 

5,670

 

13,778

 

43.4

 

98

 

84

 

81 .86

1981/82

 

8,616

 

6,151

 

14,312

 

43.0

 

100.2

 

84

 

92.1 .84

1982/83

 

8,355

 

6,322

 

17,677

 

43.1

 

105

 

81

 

63 .77

1983/84

 

8,052

 

6,232

 

14,384

 

44.0

 

98

 

78

 

88 .80

1984/85

 

7,257

 

5,769

 

13,025

 

44.3

 

85

 

69

 

77 .81

1985/86

 

7,183

 

5,732

 

12,915

 

44.4

 

82

 

66

 

74 .81

1986/87

 

8,521

 

5,020

 

11,540

 

43.5

 

72

 

56

 

64 .78

1987/88

 

7,308

 

5,383

 

12,691

 

42.4

 

78

 

58

 

68 .74

1988/89 3,997 5,724 12,721 45.0 70 60 65 .86

1989/90 1,730 5,878 13,607 43.2 76.4 59.1 67.7 .77

1990/91 7,742 6,035 13,777 43.3 84.6 69.7 77.1 .82

1991/92 8,274 6,532 14.806 44.1 90.3 71.9 81.1 .80

1992/93 8,931 6,940 15,870 43.7 93.6 74.7 84.1 .80

1993/94 9,055 7,135 16,191 44.1 95 62 63.5 .95
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Year  Total  Male  % male  Female  % female Gender Gap

1975/76
 

745717
 

629361
 

92.8
 

53356
 

7.2
 

.08

1976/77

 
904931

 
783681

 
86.6

 
121250

 
13.2

 
.16

1977/78

 

113112

 

1015182

 

89.8

 

115930

 

10.4

 

.11

1978/79

 

1451242

 

994531

 

68.5

 

456711

 

31.5

 

.46

1979/80

 

1864712

 

1241456

 

66.6

 

623257

 

33.4

 

.50

1980/81

 

2345604

 

1523820

 

75.0

 

821784

 

23.0

 

.33

1981/82

 

2880280

 

2047528

 

71.1

 

832752

 

28.9

 

.41

1982/83

 

3234644

 

2367502

 

73.1

 

867142

 

26.9

 

.37

1983/84

 

3402665

 

n.a

 

n.a

 

n.a

 

n.a

 

n.a

1984/85

 

2988174

 

1757035

 

58.8

 

1231139

 

41.2

 

.70

1985/86

 

3088711

 

1758866

 

56.9

 

1329845

 

43.1

 

.76

1986/87

 

2934349

 

1700222

 

57.9

 

1234127

 

42.1

 

.73

1987/88

 

2941781

 

1729537

 

58.8

 

1212244

 

41.2

 

.70

1988/89 2723791 1581648 58.1 1142143 41.9 .72

1989/90 2901993 1661468 57.2 1240525 42.8 .75

1990/91 3123277 1821307 58.3 1301970 41.7 .72

1991/92 3600620 1979045 55.0 1621575 45.0 .82

1992/93 4032083 2182034 54.1 1850049 45.9 .85

1993/94 4451329 2419782 54.4 2031547 45.6 .84
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ignored when it comes to power sharing and decision making process, women in 

major set ups of  the country were not left behind; Igala was also said to be founded 

by a woman named Ebele Ajanu (Yusuf, 2009). Pre-colonial Igbo society was 

composed up of  kingdoms and mini-states, and each of  these had variations in its 

political structures that differentiated it from others. A corporate political system 

in Igbo society is male dominated and kinship based, but flexible enough to accord 

certain women complex political opportunities; here women become political 

actors based on their kinship relationship as daughters, sisters, mothers, wives and 

in; and in laws to men (Chuku, 2009). 

Among the Igbo tradition, there was the institution of  Umuada, which indicates 

the eldest daughters of  the lineage who also have definite ritual and political roles 

to play in the village, there was also the female chief  called Omuwho led the 

women's cause and political rights; and also happened to be very active in Onitsha 

politics and even served as a signatory to the treaty of  protection between the 
th thBritish and Onitsha chiefs in the 18  century and in 19  century she mobilized 

women to pursuit their rights and interests (Bawa, 2013). There was the existence 

of  Queen Kambasa of  the Bonny Kingdom in the South- South of  Nigeria of  

today; she was a great warrior queen who became the patron of  the artistic 

activities of  men cultural group. The queen trained a formidable army which 

transacted the form of  Opuoko for killing some members of  the cultural groups. 

The queen harnessed her potentialities and negotiated treaties with Portuguese 

and created new political institutions by appointing palace guards and titled chiefs 

(Bawa, 2014). Furthermore, in the former Nupe Kingdom there was the existence 

of  two women titled holders of  Nimwoye and Sagi which were bestowed on the 

king's mother, paternal aunt, sister and daughter. The title holders been related to 

king, lived and in the palace with the king and have their own estates built in the 

premises of  the Etsu's house i.e. the king's palace.

In other kingdoms, women also participated in decision making by forming part of  

the King's cabinet either as the ladies of  the palace or as the priestesses or diviners 

who advised the king in matters arising within the kingdom. In general one can say 

that women during that era were integral part of  the political set up of  their 

communities, although they assumed responsibilities different from those of  the 

men but in most cases these responsibilities were complementary to those of  the 

men (Attoe, 2002).  
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This reflects the greater need from the organisation's point of  view to have strong 

brands built through proper and strategic brand management resulting from 

effective marketing programmes and activities to create brand equity. The modern 

concept of  branding grew out of  the consumer packaged goods industry and the 

process of  branding has come to include much more than just creating a way to 

identify a product or organization. Today, branding is used to create emotional 

attachments to products and companies. Dolak, (2003), Kotler and Armstrong 

(2004). Branding efforts create a feeling of  involvement, a sense of  higher quality, 

and an aura of  intangible qualities that surround the brand name, mark or symbol. 

Aaker(1991).

Basically, brands create perceptions in the mind of  the consumer that it is unique 

and there is no other similar product or service in the market. Therefore, a brand is 

said to be a strong entity if  it is consistent over a long period of  time in providing the 

product or service which consumers and prospective purchasers can rely on and 

trust and ultimately lead to a brand promise being fulfilled .Srinvasan, Park and 

Chang (2005).

Fig. 3: Brand Awareness – Equity Pyramid.

Source: Strategic Marketing & Research Techniques, 2008
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R  R Square  Adjusted 

R Square
 

Std. Error of  

the Estimate
 

 

.192a

 
.037

 
.036

 
3.619

  

 

Sum of  

Squares

 

df

 

Mean Square

  

F Sig.

Regression

 

973.46

 

1

 

973.46

  

74.34 .000b

Residual

 

25377.43

 

1938

 

13.10

  

Total 26350.89 1939

a. Dependent Variable: Communal Conflict

b. Predictors: (Constant), Indigene/Settler crisis Dispute
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issues. The finding also supports Aluaigba (2008) who explored the Tiv-Jukun 

ethnic conflict and found out that the issues arose because one of  the groups 

claimed to be indigenes and saw the others as settlers. The conflict erupted when 

the indigenes took on arms to resolve their perceived grievances with the settlers. 

Also, the finding coheres with Ambe-Uva's (2010) that evaluated identity politics 

in a study on the Jos crises and revealed that the issues reached conflict point when 

the indigenes of  the area perceived the settlers as dominating every political 

position within their area. 

Finally, the findings give credence to the theory of  protracted social conflicts by 

Edward Azar (1990). The theory shows that long-standing disagreements and 

tensions between two opposing groups each with claims and counterclaims could 

result in communal conflict. For example, there could be simmering discontents 

and perceived deprivation and marginalisation by groups who claim to be 

indigenous against another group which they consider as non indigenous or 

settlers. The consequence is often an unfortunate eruption of  violent communal 

conflicts.

Conclusion and Recommendation 

The study investigated the influence of  indigenes/settlers disputes on communal 

conflicts in Cross River State, Nigeria. Data were retrieved from 1940 respondents 

through a questionnaire. The linear regression analysis was used for data analysis. 

The result showed a significant influence of  indigenes/settlers disputes on 

communal conflicts in the Central Senatortial District of  Cross River State, 

Nigeria. Therefore, evidence implicates disputes between indigenes and settlers in 

the communal conflicts experienced in the study area.

From the findings, the following recommendations are offered:

1. Government should use legislation to delineate the rights and privileges 

of  settlers in any community. 

2. Communal leaders from both the settlers and indigenous people should 

form social communication networks where they can negotiate and 

communicate their common interests.

3. Schools and other social mobilization agencies should teach tolerance, 

mutual coexistence. 

4. Cases of  perceived injustice or deprivations should be addressed quickly 

by communal mediation agencies set up by government. 
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 Gini  Wave 2 (2012/2013)  Wave 3 (2015/2016)

 
2004

 
2010

 
Gini

 
Thiel

 
Palma

 
Wolfoson

 
Gini Theil Palma Wolfoson

National

 

0.4296

 

0.447

 

0.36188

 

0.25300

 

1.51804

 

0.30544

 

0.38702 0.265995 1.72760 0.34064

Urban

 

0.4154

 

0.4329

 

0.34604

 

0.24842

 

1.40532

 

0.28340

 

0.36772 0.23599 1.55846 0.30904

Rural 

 

0.4239

 

0.4334

 

0.34907

 

0.21614

 

1.42641

 

0.29103

 

0.37787 0.24625 1.64568 0.33172

S/South

 

0.3849

 

0.434

 

0.32998

 

0.18150

 

1.28377

 

0.28079

 

0.36926 0.22681 1.55563 0.35601

S/East

 

0.376

 

0.444

 

0.32416

 

0.18556

 

1.26597

 

0.26126

 

0.40612 0.29624 1.92862 0.35928

S/West 0.4088 0.4077 0.37673 0.39182 1.68479 0.26883 0.36968 0.24694 0.60193 0.30451

N/Central 0.4459 0.422 0.37634 0.26475 1.62340 0.33610 0.35599 0.20994 1.44030 0.31910

N/East 0.4114 0.4468 0.36902 0.23452 1.58829 0.32398 0.41417 0.2882 1.9848 0.38947

N/West 0.4028 0.4056 0.36367 0.23638 1.5516 0.30940 0.35178 0.20709 1.42233 0.30641
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Indicators of  Inequalities  Male Female

Adult literacy rate(English language)

 
62.6 46.4

Adult literacy rate(any language)

 

74.6 56.8

Youth literacy rate(English language)

 

77.4 66.7

Youth literacy rate(English language)

 

85.0 75.3

Primary Education net enrollment

 

63.0 59.8

Secondary Education net enrollment 45.4 45.9

Land Ownership 38.1 7.2

Access to Credit Facility 11.6 9.8

Decision Making at Community level 23.8 4.1

S/N  No of  seats available  1999  2003  2007  2007 2011 2015

1
 

president
 

1
 

0
 

0
 

0
 

0 0

2

 
Vice-president

 
1

 
0

 
0

 
0

 
0 0

3

 

senate

 

109

 

3

 

4

 

9

 

7 8

4

 

House of  Representatives

 

360

 

7

 

21

 

27

 

25 14

5

 

Governor

 

36

 

0

 

0

 

0

 

0 0

6

 

Deputy Governor

 

36

 

1

 

na

 

3

 

3 4

7 State house of  Assembly 990 24 40 57 68 76

8 Cabinet Ministers 44 6 5 10 9 6

9 Local Govt. Chairpersons 774 13 15 27 11 na

10 Local Govt. Councellors 8810 69 267 235 164 na
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Months  Long Term Loan  Conventional  Loan  Business Financing Total 

Dec 2018
 

10,938,800
 

3,970,000
 

25,972,000
 

40,880,800

Jan 2019 

 
29,794,000

 
2,640,000

 
6,654,000

 
39,088,000

Feb 2019 

 

23,595,000

 

2,830,000

 

6,020,000

 

32,445,000

March 2019 

 

25,550,000

 

8,510,000

 

7,640,000

 

41,700,000

April 2019 

 

21,130,000

 

7,450,000

 

22,370,000

 

50,950,000

May 2019 

 

24,446,000

 

6,860,000

 

17,438,400

 

48,744,400

June 2019

 

23,048,000

 

4,190,000

 

30,428,374

 

57.666,374

July 2019

 

18,270,000

 

6,170,000

 

9,548,604

 

33,988,604

Aug 2019

 

28,660,000

 

7,046,000

 

14,365,000

 

50,071,000

Sept 2019 13,980,000 4,400,000 12,120,000 30,500,000

Oct 2019 43,698,000 7,688,000 15,490,000 66,876,000

Nov 2019 30,080,000 4,769,000 17,630,000 52,479,000

TOTAL 293,189,800 66,523,000 185,676,378 545,389,179

Item  As at  
31/12/2013

 

As at  
30/11/2019

 

% Increase

Net Asset

 
160,554,658

 
534,732,063

 
233%

Total Income 

 

22,750,548

 

120,698,036

 

430%

Loans and Advances 

 

157,976,902

 

553,071,062

 

250%

Members Savings 

 

129,520,513

 

406,291,383

 

213%

Share Capital (Paid-up)

 

24,643,589

 

95,317,991

 

286%

Reserve  Nil 21,995,132 Several Thousands

Membership Strength 237 512 116%
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