
ESJPRCD |page 1

ESJPRCD
Education & Science Journal of  Policy Review and Curriculum Development

p-ISSN: 2315-8425 | e-ISSN: 2354-1660 
Volume 10, Number 1 January, 2021

http://internationalpolicybrief.org/journals/international-scientific-research-consortium-journals/edu-and-sci-jrnl-of-policy-review-and-curriculum-dev-vol10-no1-january-2021



ESJPRCD |page 2



ESJPRCD |page 3



ESJPRCD |page 4



ESJPRCD |page 5

NGN13.657 trillion (US$35.2bn) on Friday, February 28, 2020 depreciated by NGN2.349 

trillion to NGN11.308 trillion (US$29.1bn) on Monday 23 March 2020. The All-share index 

closed at 21,700.98 from 26,216.46 representing 4,515.48 points or 20.8 per cent drop.

Methodology

This study made use of  qualitative (primary) data where Kaduna metropolis was studied. The 

choice for the location was due to the concentration of  SMEs in the area, and was among the 

states that were hardly hit by the epidemic. In addressing the objectives of  this study, the 

following variables were included in the work: sectoral distribution, status of  enterprise by 

ownership structure, classification of  enterprises (annual sales turnover and employment 

size), SMEs' target market (within city, national level or export), operations affected due to 

COVID-19 and lock down, national level operations and export affected, supply chain 

disruption and employees laid off  by enterprises. The study was analyzed with the aid of  

appropriate tables. In this regard, 110 SMEs that are involved in essential goods and services 

ranging from foods, pharmaceuticals, filling stations and gas stations were purposively 

selected because enterprises that involved in essential goods and services were allowed to 

operate during COVID-19 lockdown. Percentage and frequency counts were used in the 

analysis of  data.

Results

Table 1: Operations Affected due to COVID-19 and Lock down (Production)

Source: Field Survey, (2020)

Details from Table 1, shows respondents opinions on whether operations were affected due 

to COVID-19 and the consequent lockdown imposed. It indicated that 10% respondents 

reported that the lockdown due to COVID-19 pandemic has not reduced their production, 

31% claimed that it has reduced it slightly, 43% asserted that it has reduced moderately, 5% to 

a considerable extent, 8% to a great extent and 3% retorted that it has reduced the production 

in an extreme manner. This implies that lockdown due to COVID-19 pandemic has 

moderately affected operation of  SMEs in terms of  reduction in production.
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Table 2: Operations Affected due to COVID-19 and Lock down (Sales)

Source: Field Survey, (2020)

Result from table 2, shows that 6% of  the respondents reported that the lockdown due to 

COVID-19 pandemic has not reduced their sales, 34% claimed that it has reduced slightly, 42% 

asserted that it has reduced it to a moderate extent, 11% to a considerable extent, 5% to a great 

extent and 2% retorted that it has reduced sales extremely. This implies that majority of  the 

SMEs experienced moderate reduction in sales due to COVID-19 pandemic/lockdown.

Table 3: Operations Affected due to COVID-19 and Lock down (Deliveries)

Source: Field Survey (2020)

From table 3, it could be inferred that 2% reported that the lockdown due to COVID-19 

pandemic has not reduced their deliveries, 7% claimed that it has reduced it slightly, 6% 

asserted that it has reduced it to a moderate extent, 12% to a considerable extent, 40% to a great 

extent and 33% submitted that it has reduced sales extremely. This implies that majority of  the 

SMEs experienced a huge reduction in deliveries due to COVID-19 pandemic/lockdown.
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Table 4: Operations Affected due to COVID-19 and Lock down (Contracts)

Source: Field Survey (2020)

Result from Table 4 shows that 3% of  respondents indicated that the lockdown due to COVID-

19 pandemic has not reduced their contracts, 2% reported that it has reduced it slightly, 4% 

asserted that it has reduced it to a moderate extent, 5% to a considerable extent, 57% to a great 

extent and 29% submitted that it has reduced sales extremely. This implies that lockdown due 

to COVID-19 pandemic led to huge reduction in contracts in majority of  the SMEs in Kaduna 

metropolis.

Conclusion 

This study ascertained the impact of  COVID-19 pandemic on selected SMEs in Kaduna 

metropolis, Kaduna State, Nigeria. The economic downturn in Nigeria was triggered by a 

combination of  declining oil price and spillovers from the COVID-19 outbreak, which not only 

led to a fall in the demand for oil products but also stopped economic activities from taking 

place when social distancing policies were enforced. The government responded to the crisis 

by providing financial assistance to businesses, not to households that were affected by the 

outbreak. The monetary authority adopted accommodative monetary policies and offered a 

targeted 3.5trillion loan support to some sectors. Findings from the analysis showed that the 

enterprises experienced moderate reduction in production and sales during the lockdown. The 

reason why there was no spike in reduction in these operations might have been as a result 

essential commodities and services in which these enterprises engaged in. However, the 

surveyed enterprises experienced a spike in reduction of  contracts and deliveries. The reason 

for this finding might have been as a result of  total closure of  other enterprises engaging in non-

essential products and services due to stay at home government`s order.

Recommendation

In the light of  the foregoing, it is recommended that the policy makers and all stakeholders in 

SMEs should set aside emergency fund targeting SMEs in the country. Deferment of  taxes or 

waiver of  taxes, lower interest rate could also be embarked on by the appropriate policy makers 

to make SMEs remain afloat during and after COVID-19 pandemic in Kaduna State and 

Nigeria at large.
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