
he study examined the challenges and prospects of  multi-ethnic society 

Tin a democratic setting. Ethnic politics is inevitable in a diverse society as 
different groups strive to seek self-interest at the exclusion of  others. 

However, this usually leads to a conflict of  interest among these groups which 
usually degenerate into conflict and political instability of  the country. The 
majority-minority political arrangement in a democratic setting has posed 
serious challenges to ethnic politics. This is because democracy is referred to as 
the 'game of  number'. Nigerian experience has shown that even before 
independence, efforts have been put in place to ensure social justice and 
equitable distribution of  powers and revenue amongst the ethnic groups that 
made up Nigeria. The introduction of  federal character principles, revenue 
sharing formula among other things are some of  the strategies put in place to 
cushion the demands of  numerous ethnic diversities and also ensure social 
justice to sustain the fledgling democracy of  the country. The paper describes the 
agitation of  these groups in the Nigerian society. The study adopted the 
consociationalism theory as a theoretical framework for the study. The study 
concludes that ethnic conflict in a democratic setting arises from exclusion from 
resource control and leadership position. However, the study recommended 
among other things that efforts should be made to promote social justice and 
equity in a political system as dialogue and open discussions remain 
fundamental in achieving social justice for sustainable democracy.
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