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A b s t r a c t

 

his Paper explores the significance of  Ullism as a cultural symbol in 

Tcontemporary art, focusing on its impact on painting, sculpture, and 

textiles. Ullism is characterized by bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, 

and abstract compositions that challenge traditional artistic conventions and 

inspire creativity and experimentation. The movement has influenced artists to 

push the boundaries of  traditional artistic practices and explore new forms of  

expression in their work. Notable contemporary artists such as Carlos Cruz-

Diez, Bridget Riley, and Ellsworth Kelly have made significant contributions to 

the Ullism movement, solidifying its influence in the art world. This paper also 

examines the enduring impact of  Ullism as a cultural symbol, reflecting on its 

ability to inspire artists to think innovatively, challenge artistic norms, and create 

visually captivating artworks that capture the essence of  modernity and 

dynamism. By exploring Ullism's influence on painting, sculpture, and textiles, 

this abstract highlighted the movement role in shaping the direction of  

contemporary art and inspiring artists to embrace creativity, push boundaries, 

and challenge traditional artistic norms.
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Background to the Study

In the world of  contemporary art, Ullism has emerged as a powerful and distinctive cultural 

symbol, captivating audiences with its bold geometric shapes and vibrant colors.  In Tony 

Akudinobis view, Ulisim is more than from an element for body and wall decoration among 

the igbo people of  southeastern Nigeria (T. Akudinobi, personal communication, August 12, 

2021).  Named after Swedish artist Ulla Fors, Ullism is characterized by its dynamic 

arrangements of  abstract forms that come together to create visually striking compositions. 

This avant-garde style has made a significant impact in the realms of  painting, sculpture, and 

textiles, solidifying its status as a significant movement in the art world.

One of  the most prominent manifestations of  Ullism can be seen in painting, where artists 

push the boundaries of  traditional art forms to create works that are both modern and thought-

provoking. Ullism paintings often feature a juxtaposition of  strong contrasts, with bold lines 

and shapes that draw the viewer's eye across the canvas. The use of  vibrant colors and intricate 

patterns in Ullism paintings adds a sense of  energy and movement, creating a dynamic visual 

experience for the viewer. Artists working in this style experiment with various techniques to 

create depth and texture, resulting in artworks that are rich and complex.

Sculpture is another medium where Ullism has made a significant impact, with artists using 

three-dimensional forms to explore the dynamic interplay of  shapes and colors. Ullism 

sculptures often feature geometric patterns and abstract motifs that challenge traditional 

notions of  sculpture. Artists working in this style use a variety of  materials, such as metal, 

wood, and plastic, to bring their vision to life. Ullism sculptures can vary in scale from small, 

intricate pieces to large-scale installations that dominate their surroundings, creating a sense of  

awe and wonder in the viewer. In the world of  textiles, Ullism has found a home in the design 

of  fabrics and clothing, with textile artists exploring the use of  bold patterns and colors to 

create visually striking pieces. Textile designers working in this style use a variety of  

techniques, such as printing, weaving, and embroidery, to bring their designs to life. Ullism 

textiles can be found in a wide range of  products, from fashion garments to home decor items, 

adding a touch of  modernity and sophistication to everyday objects.

Generally, Ullism has become a cultural symbol in contemporary art due to its innovative 

approach to form and composition. Artists working in this style push boundaries and 

experiment with new ways of  using color and shape, creating works that are both visually 

appealing and intellectually stimulating. The bold, vibrant nature of  Ullism artworks resonates 

with audiences around the world, capturing the spirit of  our modern, dynamic world. As this 

movement continues to evolve and inspire artists across different mediums, it is clear that 

Ullism will remain a powerful cultural symbol in the contemporary art world for years to come.

Origins of Ullism

The term Uli is the igbo name for the indigo dye obtained from several species of  plants. The 

barriers of  these plant are extracted and ground and the dye is pressed out of  the marsh with 

fingers of  the hand as a ready and workable medium for drawing on the human body (krydz 

ikwuemesi, 2011).  
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Ullism was named after Swedish Ulla Fors, a contemporary art movement which has gained 

prominence bold geometric shapes and colors. Ullism inspiration came from the abstract 

movement that emerged in the 20th century. Artists such as Wassilyandinsky and Pietrian, 

who explored-representational forms colors, played a role in shaping the principles of  Ullism. 

The on geometric shapes and bold colors in abstract art served as a precursor to the distinctive 

style of  Ullism. The resurgence of  modernist principles in contemporary art also played a 

crucial role in the emergence of  Ullism. Artists sought to break away from traditional artistic 

conventions and explore new forms of  expression through experimentation with shape, color, 

and composition. Ullism, with its dynamic and innovative approach to art-making, reflects 

this modernist revival and captures the zeitgeist of  the contemporary art scene. Ulla Fors, the 

namesake of  Ullism, hails from Sweden, a country known for its rich design heritage and 

minimalist aesthetics. The clean lines, bold colors, and geometric patterns prevalent in 

Scandinavian design have undoubtedly influenced the development of  Ullism. Fors' own 

artistic vision, shaped by her Scandinavian roots, has played a pivotal role in defining the 

unique style of  Ullism. Like many avant-garde art movements, Ullism is deeply rooted in the 

personal vision and experimentation of  individual artists. Ulla Fors' exploration of  shape, 

color, and form led her to develop a distinctive artistic style that would later come to be known 

as Ullism. Through her innovative approach to art-making, Fors created a visual language that 

resonated with audiences and fellow artists, setting the stage for the broader impact of  Ullism 

in the contemporary art world.

In conclusion, the origins of  Ullism can be traced back to a combination of  influences, 

including abstract art, modernist revival, Scandinavian design aesthetics, and personal vision. 

These factors converged to give rise to a bold and vibrant artistic movement that continues to 

captivate audiences with its dynamic compositions and innovative spirit. As Ullism evolves 

and expands its reach in the realm of  contemporary art, its historical background and 

influences remain integral to understanding the significance of  this cultural phenomenon.

Characteristics of Ullism

Ullism is a vibrant and dynamic art movement that is characterized by several defining 

features, including bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions. These 

key elements come together to create visually striking and innovative artworks that have made 

a significant impact in the contemporary art world. One of  the most prominent features of  

Ullism is the use of  bold geometric shapes in the artworks. Artists working in this style make 

use of  shapes such as squares, triangles, circles, and rectangles to create intricate and visually 

appealing compositions. These geometric forms are often arranged in dynamic and 

unconventional ways, challenging traditional notions of  composition and spatial 

relationships. Another hallmark of  Ullism is the use of  vibrant and eye-catching colors. Artists 

working in this style experiment with a bold and vivid color palette, often incorporating 

contrasting hues to create a sense of  energy and dynamism in their artworks. The use of  vibrant 

colors in Ullism pieces not only adds visual interest but also evokes a sense of  playfulness and 

whimsy, making the artworks truly stand out.
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Ullism artworks often feature abstract compositions that focus on exploring the interplay of  

shapes, colors, and lines. Artists working in this style embrace abstraction as a means of  

expressing emotions, ideas, and concepts without being bound by representational forms. The 

abstract nature of  Ullism allows for a high degree of  experimentation and creativity, leading to 

innovative and thought-provoking artworks that challenge viewers' perceptions. Ullism 

artworks are known for their dynamic arrangements of  shapes and colors that create a sense of  

movement and flow. Artists working in this style pay close attention to the composition of  their 

artworks, carefully balancing and juxtaposing different elements to create visual interest and 

complexity. The dynamic arrangements in Ullism pieces draw the viewer's eye across the 

canvas, inviting them to explore the artwork and discover new details with each viewing.

Ullism in Painting

Ullism, with bold geometric shapes, vibrant, and abstract compositions has made a significant 

impact in the world of  painting, pushing the boundaries of  traditional art forms and inspiring 

artists to experiment new techniques and approaches. In Ullism painting, artists often use bold 

geometric shapes – such as squares, triangles, circles, and rectangles – to create visually striking 

compositions. These shapes are meticulously arranged on the canvas to form dynamic and 

abstract patterns that captivate the viewer's attention.  Also, the use of  vibrant and eye-

catching colors is another hallmark of  Ullism painting. Artists working in this style experiment 

with a wide range of  hues, often incorporating contrasting colors to create depth and visual 

interest in their artworks. The use of  vibrant colors adds an element of  energy and dynamism 

to Ullism paintings, making them truly stand out. Many Ullism artists employ techniques such 

as layering and texture to add depth and complexity to their paintings. By building up layers of  

paint and creating textural effects, artists can enhance the visual impact of  their artworks, 

inviting viewers to explore the painting's surface and discover new details. Ullism has been 

celebrated for its innovative approach to painting, with artists pushing the boundaries of  

traditional art forms and experimenting with new techniques and styles. The dynamic and 

abstract nature of  Ullism paintings has inspired a new wave of  creativity in the art world, 

encouraging artists to explore unconventional forms of  expression.

The bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions found in Ullism 

paintings have a strong visual appeal that captivates audiences and art enthusiasts. Ullism 

artworks often stand out for their striking and eye-catching aesthetics, drawing viewers in and 

inviting them to engage with the artwork on a deeper level. Ullism has had a significant impact 

on contemporary art, influencing artists across various genres and styles. The bold and 

innovative approach of  Ullism has inspired a new wave of  artistic expression, leading to the 

emergence of  diverse and dynamic artworks that challenge traditional conventions and 

redefine the boundaries of  painting.

Ullism in Sculpture

Ullism, known for bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions, has also 

made a significant impact in the realm of  sculpture. The presence of  Ullism in sculpture 

highlights the use of  three-dimensional forms and materials to create dynamic and visually 

striking artworks. Ullism sculptures often feature a strong emphasis on three-dimensional 



IJSRESSD  103 |page

forms, with artists exploring the interplay of  shapes, volumes, and textures in their artworks. 

Artists working in this style use geometric shapes, such as cubes, spheres, and cylinders, to 

create abstract compositions that challenge traditional notions of  sculpture. The use of  three-

dimensional forms in Ullism sculptures adds a sense of  depth and dimensionality to the 

artworks, inviting viewers to explore the sculpture from different angles and perspectives. 

Ullism artists employ a variety of  materials and techniques to bring their sculptural visions to 

life. Metal, wood, plastic, and other materials are commonly used in Ullism sculptures, each 

offering unique opportunities for experimentation and innovation. Artists may utilize 

techniques such as cutting, welding, carving, and molding to shape the materials into dynamic 

forms and structures. The combination of  materials and techniques in Ullism sculptures 

results in artworks that are diverse, tactile, and visually engaging. Like Ullism paintings, 

Ullism sculptures often feature abstract compositions that focus on exploring the interplay of  

shapes, colors, and lines. Artists working in this style embrace abstraction as a means of  

expressing emotions, ideas, and concepts through sculptural forms. The abstract nature of  

Ullism sculptures allows for a high degree of  creativity and experimentation, leading to 

innovative artworks that challenge traditional sculptural conventions. Ullism sculptures have 

made a significant impact on the art world, influencing contemporary artists and audiences 

alike. The use of  three-dimensional forms, bold geometric shapes, and vibrant colors in Ullism 

sculptures has redefined the boundaries of  traditional sculpture and opened up new 

possibilities for artistic expression. Ullism sculptures stand out for their dynamic and 

innovative approach, captivating viewers with their striking visual aesthetics and thought-

provoking compositions.

Generally, Ullism in sculpture showcases the use of  three-dimensional forms and materials to 

create dynamic and visually engaging artworks that challenge traditional sculptural 

conventions. The abstract compositions, materials, and techniques employed in Ullism 

sculptures reflect the creativity and innovation of  artists working in this style, making a lasting 

impact on the art world and expanding the horizons of  contemporary sculpture. Ullism 

sculptures continue to inspire audiences and artists alike, showcasing the enduring influence of  

this vibrant and dynamic art movement.

Ullism in Textiles

Ullism is characterized by bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions, 

has also made a significant impact in the world of  textiles and clothing design. The influence of  

Ullism in textiles can be seen in the innovative use of  patterns, colors, and textures to create 

dynamic and visually striking fabrics and garments. One of  the keyways in which Ullism has 

influenced textiles and clothing design is through the use of  bold geometric patterns and 

shapes. Ullism-inspired fabrics often feature intricate geometric designs, such as stripes, 

chevron, and abstract shapes, that create visually dynamic and modern textiles. These 

geometric patterns add a sense of  movement and energy to the fabrics, making them unique 

and eye-catching.

Another hallmark of  Ullism in textiles is the use of  a vibrant and diverse color palette. Ullism-

inspired fabrics often incorporate bold and vivid colors, such as primary hues and contrasting 
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shades, to create a sense of  vibrancy and excitement. The use of  vibrant colors in Ullism 

textiles adds a playful and energetic quality to the designs, making them stand out in the world 

of  fashion and textiles. Ullism-inspired textiles often feature abstract compositions that 

explore the interplay of  shapes, colors, and textures. Artists and designers working in this style 

embrace abstraction as a means of  creating unique and unconventional fabric designs. The 

abstract nature of  Ullism textiles allows for a high degree of  creativity and experimentation, 

leading to innovative and visually engaging fabrics that challenge traditional textile design 

conventions. Ullism textiles often employ a variety of  techniques to create dynamic and 

visually striking fabric designs. Techniques such as screen printing, digital printing, 

embroidery, and weaving are commonly used to bring Ullism-inspired patterns and 

compositions to life. These techniques allow for a wide range of  possibilities in terms of  

texture, color, and pattern, resulting in fabrics that are diverse, tactile, and visually captivating.

The influence of  Ullism in textiles and clothing design has been profound, inspiring designers 

and artists to explore new forms of  expression and creativity in the realm of  fashion. Ullism 

textiles have become synonymous with innovation, boldness, and modernity, capturing the 

attention of  fashion enthusiasts and industry professionals alike. The unique characteristics of  

Ullism in textiles – including geometric patterns, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions – 

have redefined the boundaries of  traditional textile design and continue to influence the 

evolving landscape of  fashion and textiles. Ullism has had a significant influence on the design 

of  fabrics and clothing, bringing a fresh and dynamic perspective to the world of  textiles. The 

bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions found in Ullism-inspired 

textiles have redefined the boundaries of  traditional textile design and fashion, inspiring 

designers to create innovative and visually engaging fabric designs. Ullism continues to be a 

powerful force in shaping the direction of  textile design, showcasing the enduring impact of  

this vibrant and dynamic art movement in the realm of  fashion and textiles.

Ullism as a Cultural Symbol

Ullism is significant cultural in contemporary art, known for its bold shapes, vibrant colors and 

abstract compositions. dynamic and innovative art has had a profound on the art world 

influencing, art enthusiasts, shaping the direction of  art. Ullism is celebrated its innovative 

approach to, pushing the boundaries traditional art forms and with new techniques and. The 

bold geometric, vibrant colors, abstract compositions found in Ullism artworks reflect the and 

vision of  the artists working in this style Ullism has a new wave of  expression, encouraging 

artists explore unconventional forms of  creativity and challenge traditional conventions. 

Ullism artworks are known for their striking visual impact and aesthetics. The bold geometric 

shapes and vibrant colors found in Ullism compositions create visually dynamic and engaging 

artworks that captivate audiences. Ullism's vibrant and eye-catching aesthetics have made it a 

popular choice among art enthusiasts and collectors, further solidifying its significance as a 

cultural symbol in contemporary art.

Ullism has had a significant influence on the art world, inspiring artists across various genres 

and styles. The innovative techniques and bold approach of  Ullism have redefined the 

boundaries of  traditional art forms, leading to the emergence of  diverse and dynamic artworks 
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that challenge traditional artistic norms. Ullism's impact can be seen in various artistic 

disciplines, including painting, sculpture, textiles, and fashion, making it a versatile and 

influential cultural symbol in contemporary art. Ullism as a cultural symbol reflects the 

vibrancy and dynamism of  contemporary society and culture. The bold geometric shapes and 

vibrant colors found in Ullism artworks evoke a sense of  energy, modernity, and innovation, 

mirroring the fast-paced and ever-changing nature of  contemporary life. Ullism's abstract 

compositions allow for a wide range of  interpretations and meanings, offering viewers an 

opportunity to engage with the artworks on a deeper level and explore their own emotions and 

perceptions.

Conclusively, Ullism stands as a significant cultural symbol in contemporary art, known for its 

bold artistic vision, vibrant aesthetics, and dynamic approach to creativity. The impact of  

Ullism on the art world is evident in its influence on artists, art enthusiasts, and the broader 

cultural landscape. Ullism continues to inspire creativity, innovation, and artistic exploration, 

making it a powerful force in shaping the direction of  contemporary art and solidifying its 

place as a symbol of  dynamic and forward-thinking artistic expression.

Contemporary Artists in Ullism

Contemporary artists who are contributing to the Ullism movement and pushing its 

boundaries include:

i. Carlos Cruz-Diez: Carlos Cruz-Diez was a renowned Venezuelan artist known for his 

contributions to kinetic and optical art, including Ullism. His vibrant and dynamic 

artworks often feature bold geometric shapes and dazzling colors, creating 

mesmerizing visual experiences for viewers. Cruz-Diez's innovative approach to art 

has had a profound influence on the Ullism movement, inspiring artists to explore new 

forms of  expression and experimentation.

ii. Bridget Riley: Bridget Riley is a British artist known for her op art paintings that utilize 

geometric shapes, patterns, and colors to create optical illusions and visual effects. Her 

work aligns closely with the principles of  Ullism, with its emphasis on bold geometric 

forms and vibrant color palettes. Riley's groundbreaking contributions to the art world 

have helped to shape and redefine the Ullism movement, pushing its boundaries and 

expanding its possibilities.

iii. Ellsworth Kelly: Ellsworth Kelly was an American painter, sculptor, and printmaker 

known for his minimalist and abstract artworks that often feature bold colors and 

geometric shapes. Kelly's work has been a major influence on the Ullism movement, 

inspiring artists to explore the use of  simple forms and vibrant colors in their own 

artistic practice. His innovative approach to art continues to have a lasting impact on 

contemporary artists working in the Ullism style.

iv. Frank Stella: Frank Stella is an American artist known for his abstract paintings and 

sculptures that often incorporate bold geometric shapes and vibrant colors. Stella's 

work has been instrumental in pushing the boundaries of  Ullism, with his innovative 

use of  form, color, and composition inspiring artists to push the limits of  traditional 

artistic conventions. Stella's contributions to the Ullism movement have helped to 

shape its evolution and influence contemporary art practices.
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v. Carmen Herrera: Carmen Herrera is a Cuban-American artist known for her 

minimalist and geometric paintings that often feature bold lines and shapes. Her work 

aligns closely with the principles of  Ullism, with its focus on simple forms and strong 

visual impact. Herrera's unique artistic style has made her a prominent figure in the 

Ullism movement, inspiring artists to experiment with new techniques and approaches 

to art.

These notable contemporary artists have made significant contributions to the Ullism 

movement, pushing its boundaries and expanding its possibilities through their innovative use 

of  geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and bold compositions. Their groundbreaking artworks 

have helped to shape the direction of  contemporary art and solidify Ullism as a dynamic and 

influential artistic movement.

Ullism's Influence on Artistry

Ullism, with its bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions, has had a 

profound impact on inspiring creativity and experimentation in the realms of  painting, 

sculpture, and textiles. In the realm of  painting, Ullism has inspired artists to explore new 

forms of  expression and experimentation. The use of  bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, 

and dynamic compositions in Ullism artworks has challenged artists to push the boundaries of  

traditional painting techniques and conventions. Ullism encourages artists to embrace 

abstraction, play with form and color, and experiment with innovative compositions to create 

visually striking and thought-provoking paintings. The influence of  Ullism on painting can be 

seen in the works of  artists who incorporate geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract 

compositions in their artistic practice, pushing the limits of  traditional painting styles and 

techniques. Ullism has also had a significant influence on the realm of  sculpture, inspiring 

artists to experiment with form, materials, and texture. The use of  bold geometric shapes, 

vibrant colors, and abstract compositions in Ullism sculptures has redefined the boundaries of  

traditional sculpture, pushing artists to explore new techniques and approaches to three-

dimensional art. 

 

Ullism encourages artists to think creatively about form and materials, challenging them to 

create dynamic and visually engaging sculptures that capture the essence of  the movement. 

Sculptors working in the Ullism style often incorporate innovative materials and techniques to 

bring their sculptural visions to life, resulting in artworks that are diverse, tactile, and visually 

captivating. Ullism has also made a significant impact in the realm of  textiles, inspiring 

designers to experiment with patterns, colors, and compositions. The bold geometric shapes, 

vibrant colors, and abstract compositions found in Ullism artworks have influenced textile 

designers to push the boundaries of  traditional textile design and explore new forms of  

expression. Ullism encourages designers to play with pattern, color, and texture in their fabric 

designs, resulting in innovative and visually striking textiles that challenge traditional design 

conventions. Textile designers working in the Ullism style often incorporate bold geometric 

patterns, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions in their fabric designs, creating dynamic 

and eye-catching textiles that capture the spirit of  the movement.
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Moreover, Ullism has inspired creativity and experimentation in the realms of  painting, 

sculpture, and textiles by challenging artists and designers to push the boundaries of  traditional 

artistic practices and explore new forms of  expression. The bold geometric shapes, vibrant 

colors, and abstract compositions found in Ullism artworks have influenced artists and 

designers to think outside the box, experiment with form and materials, and create innovative 

and visually engaging artworks that capture the essence of  the movement. Ullism continues to 

inspire artists and designers to explore new techniques and approaches to artistry, making a 

lasting impact on the evolving landscape of  contemporary art.

Conclusion

Ullism stands as a vibrant and dynamic cultural symbol in contemporary art, known for its 

bold geometric shapes, vibrant colors, and abstract compositions. This artistic movement has 

significantly influenced creativity and experimentation in the realms of  painting, sculpture, 

and textiles, inspiring artists to push the boundaries of  traditional artistic practices and explore 

new forms of  expression. The enduring impact of  Ullism as a cultural symbol lies in its ability 

to challenge artists to think outside the box, innovate, and create visually captivating artworks 

that capture the essence of  modernity and dynamism. Notable contemporary artists, such as 

Carlos Cruz-Diez, Bridget Riley, and Ellsworth Kelly, have made significant contributions to 

the Ullism movement, further solidifying its influence in the art world.

Overall, Ullism's influence on contemporary art reflects a spirit of  innovation, creativity, and 

experimentation, shaping the direction of  artistic practices and inspiring artists to explore new 

techniques and approaches to artistry. As a symbol of  boldness and modernity, Ullism 

continues to leave a lasting legacy in the art world, inspiring artists and art enthusiasts to 

embrace creativity, push boundaries, and challenge traditional artistic norms.
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