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A b s t r a c t
 

his paper delves into the exploration of  essence and existence in cultural Tsymbolisms, on the artistic practice of  contemporary artists. By 
analyzing Ben Enwonwu's work, which showcases a penchant for 

incorporating cultural symbols, the study seeks to uncover the nuanced interplay 
between abstract meanings and tangible manifestations within the realm of  
cultural expression. Through a detailed examination of  selected artworks by Ben 
Enwonwu, this paper further highlights how cultural symbols embody intrinsic 
values, beliefs, and traditions while materializing in visible forms that evoke 
deeper layers of  meaning and representation. Additionally, the study explores 
how Ben's artistic oeuvre navigates the intersection of  ontology and semiotics, 
delving into questions of  being, reality, communication, and interpretation 
within the context of  cultural symbolism. This study offers insights into how 
Ben's distinctive artistic approach contributes to the broader discourse on 
cultural symbolism, shedding light on the implications of  understanding the 
dynamic relationship between essence and existence in cultural symbolisms 
through the lens of  a contemporary artist's creative penchants.
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Background to the Study

The concept of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms probe into the profound layers 

meaning, significance, representation embodied by symbols within different contexts. 

Essence refers to the intrinsic qualities, and emotions encapsulated by cultural symbols, the 

core identity, and heritage of  a community or society. These symbolic essences serve as 

essential components of  cultural expression, conveying complex narratives and histories that 

shape collective identities and perceptions. On the other hand, existence in cultural 

symbolisms pertains to the physical manifestations and tangible representations of  these 

symbols in art, artifacts, practices, and rituals. According Getlen (2005). Form (existence) is 

the way a work of  art looks. While content (essence) is what a work of  art is about. The 

existence of  cultural symbols in the material world allows for their tangible expression and 

interpretation, enabling individuals and communities to engage with and interact 

meaningfully with their cultural heritage and traditions. Through their physical existence, 

cultural symbols come to life, embodying the values, traditions, and beliefs of  a culture in a 

visible and tangible form.

By exploring the interplay between essence and existence in cultural symbolisms, one can gain 

a deeper understanding of  the ways in which symbols serve as conduits of  meaning, identity, 

and connection within diverse cultural landscapes. Because culture is not inherited, it must be 

in line with socialization; since it is collective, socialization must be in with the exchange of  

information, that is, on symbols (Long, 2021). The essence of  cultural symbols speaks to the 

intangible qualities and significance that underlie their representation, while their existence in 

the physical world brings these symbols to life, allowing for their appreciation, interpretation, 

and preservation across time and space. In essence, the concept of  essence and existence in 

cultural symbolisms illuminates the intricate relationship between symbolic meanings and 

material manifestations, highlighting the enduring power and relevance of  symbols in shaping 

individual and collective identities, values, and cultural heritage. Through their essence and 

existence, cultural symbols serve as vital expressions of  human creativity, imagination, and 

collective consciousness, inviting us to explore the richness and complexity of  cultural 

diversity and symbolism across the globe.

Ben is a renowned artist whose work embodies the concepts of  essence and existence in 

cultural symbolisms. Through his artistry, Ben explores the intricate layers of  cultural 

symbols, delving into the core meanings, emotions, and identities that these symbols 

represent. His unique approach to art seamlessly combines the intangible essence of  cultural 

symbols with their tangible existence in physical forms, creating compelling artworks that 

resonate with viewers on a profound level. Ben's artistic style is characterized by a fusion of  

traditional symbolism with contemporary aesthetics, resulting in visually striking pieces that 

evoke a sense of  depth and richness. His works often reflect themes of  identity, heritage, and 

collective memory, drawing inspiration from diverse cultural traditions and artistic practices. 

By incorporating a diverse range of  symbols, motifs, and imagery, Ben's art captures the 

essence of  cultural symbolism while bringing these symbols to life through vibrant colors, 

intricate details, and innovative techniques.
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Throughout his career, Ben has demonstrated a deep understanding of  the power of  cultural 

symbols in shaping individual and collective identities. His artworks serve as visual narratives 

that transcend language and cultural barriers, inviting audiences to engage with and interpret 

the symbolic meanings embedded within his creations. By bridging the gap between essence 

and existence in cultural symbolisms, Ben's art compels viewers to reflect on the rich tapestry 

of  human experience, heritage, and interconnectedness that these symbols represent. My 

supposition here is that Ben's work as an artist exemplifies a profound exploration of  the 

concepts of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms. Through his innovative approach to 

art and his keen insight into the power of  symbols, Ben has established himself  as a prominent 

figure in the art world, using his creative talents to convey the rich diversity and complexity of  

cultural symbolism in contemporary society.

The Essence in Cultural Symbolisms

Cultural symbolisms convey deep-rooted meanings and emotions through the intrinsic 

significance and associations they hold within specific cultural contexts.  According to (Long, 

2021), culture lies in symbols, or simply that culture equal symbols, the representation system 

of  human being. These symbols often carry layers of  history, beliefs, values, and shared 

experiences that resonate with individuals on both a conscious and subconscious level. By 

drawing upon shared cultural symbols, communities can communicate complex ideas and 

emotions in a way that transcends language barriers and connects people through a common 

visual language.

One-way cultural symbolisms convey deep-rooted meanings and emotions is through their 

ability to evoke memories, traditions, and collective narratives. (Lotman, 1990), defined 

culture as collective non-genetic memory.  Symbols that have been passed down through 

generations can evoke a sense of  nostalgia, connecting individuals to their cultural heritage 

and ancestral roots. By tapping into these symbolic reservoirs of  meaning, people can draw 

upon a shared sense of  identity, belonging, and continuity that enriches their understanding of  

themselves and their place in the world. Additionally, cultural symbolisms often carry 

metaphorical and symbolic meanings that go beyond their literal representation. These 

symbols can serve as allegorical representations of  abstract concepts, emotions, or values, 

allowing individuals to express and communicate complex ideas in a visually compelling way. 

For example, the symbol of  a tree in many cultures may represent growth, resilience, and 

interconnectedness, conveying a sense of  unity and continuity that resonates with viewers on a 

deep, emotional level.

Furthermore, cultural symbolisms can elicit powerful emotions and responses by tapping into 

universal themes and experiences that transcend individual perspectives. Symbols that 

represent love, loss, hope, or resilience can evoke strong emotional reactions in viewers by 

striking a chord with their own personal experiences and beliefs. Through the use of  visual 

metaphors and storytelling, cultural symbols can evoke empathy, understanding, and a sense 

of  shared humanity that unites individuals across diverse cultural backgrounds. In essence, 

cultural symbolisms convey deep-rooted meanings and emotions by drawing upon the rich 

tapestry of  human experiences, beliefs, and values that shape our understanding of  the world. 
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Through their ability to evoke memories, traditions, and collective narratives, symbols serve as 

powerful conduits of  cultural expression, identity, and connection that resonate with 

individuals on a profound level. By engaging with cultural symbols, people can explore and 

articulate the intricacies of  their own emotions, beliefs, and experiences, fostering a deeper 

appreciation for the complexity and richness of  human culture and symbolism.

Symbols play a crucial role in representing identity, history, and collective memory by serving 

as visual and tangible markers of  a community's culture, traditions, and shared experiences. 

These symbols embody the essence of  a group's identity, encapsulating its values, beliefs, and 

heritage in a condensed form that can be easily recognized and interpreted. Using symbols, 

individuals and communities can express and preserve their sense of  self, communicate their 

history and narratives, and foster a collective memory that connects past, present, and future 

generations. Symbols represent identity by acting as visual manifestations of  a group's cultural 

values, beliefs, and traditions. They serve as external markers that communicate a 

community's unique characteristics, affiliations, and shared identity to the broader world. By 

incorporating symbols into art, rituals, clothing, architecture, and other forms of  cultural 

expression, individuals can assert their sense of  belonging and distinction within a larger 

social context. Symbols can also serve as reminders of  shared experiences, struggles, and 

triumphs that shape an individual's perception of  self  and community.

In terms of  history, symbols serve as potent tools for preserving and transmitting cultural 

narratives, traditions, and knowledge across generations. Historical symbols such as flags, 

emblems, monuments, or artifacts can evoke a sense of  continuity and connection to the past, 

allowing individuals to engage with and reflect upon their cultural heritage. By associating 

specific meanings and narratives with these symbols, communities can reinforce their 

collective memory, ensuring that key events, figures, and values from the past are not forgotten 

but celebrated and honored. Collective memory is further preserved and reinforced using 

symbols that serve as anchors to shared experiences and communal narratives. Symbols that 

encapsulate significant events, traditions, or values can evoke a sense of  unity, solidarity, and 

continuity among individuals who identify with them. Through the repetition and invocation 

of  these symbols in cultural practices, rituals, ceremonies, and storytelling, communities can 

strengthen their sense of  shared history and identity, fostering a collective memory that binds 

them together in a shared cultural framework.

The Existence in Cultural Symbolisms

Cultural symbols manifest in the physical world through art and artifacts as tangible 

representations of  intangible concepts, beliefs, and values that hold cultural significance. 

Artists and artisans throughout history have utilized these symbols to convey and express 

various aspects of  their culture, traditions, and identity through visual and material forms. The 

physical manifestation of  cultural symbols in art and artifacts not only serves as a means of  

preserving and transmitting cultural heritage but also as a way of  engaging with and 

interpreting the world around us. Artworks and artifacts that incorporate cultural symbols 

often serve as visual and material manifestations of  the values, beliefs, and traditions of  a 

society or community. These symbols can take the form of  motifs, patterns, objects, or 
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representations that hold specific meanings within a cultural context. By incorporating these 

symbols into their creations, artists imbue their work with layers of  significance that speak to 

the societal, historical, and personal narratives embedded within these symbols.

In exploring how cultural symbols manifest in the physical world through art and artifacts, one 

can observe how these symbols serve as visual markers of  cultural identity and heritage. 

Whether through traditional crafts, contemporary artworks, or historical artifacts, cultural 

symbols provide a visual language through which individuals and communities can express 

and connect with their cultural roots. Moreover, the physical presence of  these symbols in art 

and artifacts allows for a tangible engagement with cultural traditions, enabling viewers to 

explore, interpret, and appreciate the complexities and nuances of  different cultural contexts.

Generally, the manifestation of  cultural symbols in the physical world through art and 

artifacts not only highlights the diverse ways in which these symbols are utilized and 

interpreted but also underscores the enduring impact of  cultural heritage on artistic expression 

and material culture. By examining how cultural symbols are represented and interpreted in 

art and artifacts, one can gain a deeper understanding of  the interconnectedness among visual 

expression, cultural identity, and the material world. Cultural symbols are not static entities 

but dynamic and fluid expressions that and adapt to changing over time. This nature allows 

cultural symbols to maintain and resonance across generations, reflecting shifting social, 

political, and cultural landscapes. The of  cultural symbols is a testament to enduring 

significance and the ways in which they continue to shape and inform our understanding of  

the world. One way in which cultural evolve is through reinterpretation and 

recontextualization in response to changing societal values and norms. As social attitudes and 

beliefs shift, cultural symbols may undergo reinterpretation to align with contemporary 

perspectives or address emerging issues. This process of  reinterpretation allows cultural 

symbols to remain meaningful and relatable to new generations, ensuring their continued 

relevance and resonance in evolving contexts.

Additionally, cultural symbols may adapt to changing contexts by incorporating influences 

from external sources or merging with elements of  other cultural traditions. This process of  

hybridization can result in the creation of  new symbols or symbols that acquire additional 

layers of  meaning and complexity. By embracing diverse influences and perspectives, cultural 

symbols can expand their symbolic language and relevance, reflecting the interconnected 

nature of  global societies and cultures. Furthermore, advancements in technology, 

communication, and media have also played a role in the evolution of  cultural symbols. The 

digital age has transformed the ways in which cultural symbols are disseminated, shared, and 

interpreted, allowing for greater visibility and accessibility across diverse audiences. This 

interconnected digital landscape has created new opportunities for cultural symbols to adapt 

and evolve in response to global trends and influences, shaping the collective consciousness of  

contemporary society.

Cultural symbols also play significant roles in shaping individual and collective identities by 

serving as markers of  shared values, beliefs, traditions, and heritage across diverse societies. 
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These symbols serve as powerful tools for self-expression, communication, and identity 

formation, providing individuals and communities with a sense of  belonging and connection 

to their cultural roots. By engaging with and interpreting cultural symbols, individuals can 

forge and reinforce their sense of  self, while also fostering a collective sense of  identity and 

belonging within a larger social context. On an individual level, cultural symbols provide a 

means for individuals to express their personal affiliations, affiliations, and beliefs, enabling 

them to communicate aspects of  their identity to others. By incorporating cultural symbols 

into their clothing, art, or rituals, individuals can signal their cultural heritage, values, and 

affiliations, articulating their sense of  self  and belonging in the world. Through this process of  

symbolic expression, individuals can engage with their cultural heritage, establish connections 

with their ancestral traditions, and affirm their unique identity within the broader societal 

framework.

At the collective level, cultural symbols serve as unifying forces that bring communities 

together, creating shared narratives, experiences, and identities that transcend individual 

differences. By embracing and celebrating common symbols, communities can forge bonds of  

solidarity, cohesion, and mutual understanding, fostering a sense of  belonging and shared 

identity among their members. Cultural symbols can serve as touchstones of  collective 

memory, heritage, and values, uniting individuals in a shared sense of  history and tradition 

that strengthens social cohesion and resilience. Moreover, cultural symbols can play a role in 

fostering intercultural dialogue, understanding, and respect by providing avenues for 

individuals and communities to engage with and appreciate diverse cultural perspectives. By 

recognizing and valuing the cultural symbols of  others, individuals can cultivate empathy, 

mutual respect, and appreciation for the rich tapestry of  human diversity, fostering cross-

cultural connections and understanding that transcend linguistic, geographical, or ideological 

boundaries. In essence, the role of  cultural symbols in shaping individual and collective 

identities is profound and multifaceted, influencing how individuals perceive themselves and 

their communities and how societies define and express their cultural heritage, values, and 

traditions. By recognizing and valuing the significance of  cultural symbols, individuals and 

communities can foster a sense of  belonging, pride, and connection to their cultural heritage, 

forging bonds of  unity, solidarity, and mutual understanding that enrich the fabric of  human 

experience.

Demonstrating the Penchants in Ben's Work

Ben is a contemporary artist known for his unique artistic style that seamlessly blends 

traditional symbolism with modern aesthetics. Typical of  his works are very long necks and 

curved elongated torso. Chukuegy (1998).  His artistry is characterized by vibrant colors, 

intricate details, and a fusion of  diverse cultural symbols, motifs, and imagery. Ben's work 

often explores themes of  identity, heritage, and cultural diversity, inviting viewers to reflect on 

the complexities of  human experience and symbolism in a global context.

In terms of  artistic style, Ben's work is marked by bold and expressive use of  color, evocative 

imagery, and a meticulous attention to detail. His compositions often feature a rich tapestry of  

symbols and motifs drawn from various cultural traditions, weaving together narratives that 
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transcend linguistic and geographical boundaries. The combination of  traditional symbolism 

with contemporary visual elements creates a dynamic and visually captivating aesthetic that 

intrigues and engages viewers on multiple levels. Themes in Ben's artwork often revolve 

around the exploration of  cultural identity, heritage, and the interconnectedness of  diverse 

cultural traditions. Through his art, Ben seeks to celebrate the richness and complexity of  

human diversity, highlighting the intersections and interplay of  different cultural symbols, 

beliefs, and practices. His work often speaks to the universal themes of  love, loss, resilience, 

and unity, inviting viewers to reflect on the shared humanity that unites us all.

Moreover, Ben's art serves as a vehicle for storytelling and self-expression, allowing him to 

convey personal narratives and reflections on his own cultural background and experiences. 

By incorporating a diverse range of  symbols and imagery, Ben's work invites viewers to 

immerse themselves in a visual dialogue that transcends language and cultural barriers, 

encouraging a deeper understanding and appreciation for the complexity of  human identity 

and expression. A hypothetical example can be seen demonstrated in a painting by Ben that 

features a vibrant and intricate mandala design, a traditional symbol representing unity, 

harmony, and spiritual connection in many cultures. The mandala is depicted with intricate 

patterns and vibrant colors, symbolizing the essence of  interconnectedness and balance in the 

universe. Within the mandala, various cultural symbols such as lotus flowers, sacred 

geometry, and ancient symbols are intricately woven into the design, representing different 

aspects of  diverse cultural traditions and beliefs. Each symbol carries its own meaning and 

significance, adding layers of  depth and complexity to the overall composition.

The existence of  this painting as a physical artwork brings the essence of  these cultural 

symbolisms to life, allowing viewers to engage with and interpret the rich tapestry of  meanings 

embedded within the artwork. The tangible presence of  the painting provides a visual 

language through which viewers can explore and connect with the cultural heritage, 

traditions, and values represented in the symbols. Through this hypothetical example, we can 

see how Ben's work may embody the concepts of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms 

by incorporating diverse cultural symbols into his art, imbuing them with meaning and 

significance, and bringing them to life through vibrant colors, intricate details, and visual 

storytelling. His art serves as a bridge between the intangible essence of  cultural symbols and 

their tangible existence in the physical world, inviting viewers to delve into the complex 

tapestry of  human experience, identity, and cultural diversity.

Ben's use of  cultural symbols contributes significantly to the depth meaning of  his art imbuing 

his compositions layers of  cultural richness, historical significance, emotional resonance. 

Through the incorporation of  diverse cultural, Ben creates artworks that transcend aesthetic 

beauty and viewers to engage with narratives, explore complex themes, and reflect on the 

interconnections between different cultures and traditions. One way in which Ben's use of  

cultural symbols adds depth to his art is by creating visual narratives that speak to universal 

themes and experiences. By drawing upon symbols that are recognized and appreciated across 

various cultural contexts, Ben's artworks serve as bridges for communication and 

understanding, inviting viewers to connect with diverse perspectives and explore the shared 
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human experiences that unite us all. The symbols he incorporates carry intrinsic meanings 

and associations that resonate with viewers on a subconscious level, evoking emotions, 

memories, and reflections that enrich their interpretation of  the artwork.

Furthermore, Ben's use of  cultural symbols adds layers of  meaning to his art by highlighting 

the interconnectedness and diversity of  cultural traditions. By juxtaposing symbols from 

different cultures, belief  systems, and historical periods, Ben creates visual dialogues that 

celebrate the complexity and richness of  human heritage. The juxtaposition of  these symbols 

prompts viewers to contemplate the intersections and overlaps between cultures, fostering a 

deeper appreciation for the interconnectedness of  global cultural narratives and identities. 

Additionally, Ben's use of  cultural symbols in his art serves as a form of  cultural preservation 

and expression, allowing him to pay homage to his own cultural heritage while also honoring 

and celebrating the diversity of  human traditions. Through his art, Ben creates a space where 

cultural symbols can coexist and interact, transcending linguistic and geographical 

boundaries to create a visual language that speaks to the shared values, beliefs, and aspirations 

of  humanity.

Conclusion

The essence and existence in cultural symbolisms play a crucial role in the ways in which, 

communities, and perceive, interpret, and engage the world around them. The essence of  

culturalisms refers to the intrinsic meanings, values, associations that these symbols, 

representing the core essence of  a culture's beliefs, values, and traditions. The existence of  

cultural symbolisms, on the other hand, pertains to the physical manifestations and 

representations of  these symbols in art, language, rituals, and material culture. The 

importance of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms lies in their ability to convey deep-

rooted meanings, emotions, and identities that are integral to the fabric of  human society. 

Cultural symbolisms serve as potent vessels for preserving and transmitting cultural heritage, 

historical narratives, and collective memory across generations. By tapping into the essence of  

cultural symbols, individuals can connect with their roots, express their identities, and 

communicate complex ideas and emotions in a non-verbal, universal language that transcends 

linguistic and geographical boundaries.

Moreover, the existence of  cultural symbolisms as tangible, physical representations in art, 

architecture, literature, rituals, and everyday objects allows for the materialization and 

visibility of  cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. The physical presence of  these symbols in 

the world serves as a reminder of  the richness and diversity of  human cultures, fostering a 

sense of  connection, belonging, and continuity among individuals and communities. 

Through their existence in material form, cultural symbolisms become powerful tools for 

exploring, interpreting, and appreciating the intricacies of  human diversity, heritage, and 

interconnectedness. In essence, the interplay between essence and existence in cultural 

symbolisms fosters a deeper understanding of  the complexities of  human identity, history, and 

expression. By uncovering the essence of  cultural symbols and bringing their existence to life 

through various forms of  artistic and cultural expression, individuals can engage with, 

appreciate, and celebrate the diverse meanings and values that these symbols embody. The 
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importance of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms lies in their ability to serve as 

conduits for cultural exchange, dialogue, and understanding, bridging differences and 

fostering empathy, connection, and appreciation for the richness of  human cultural heritage.

Ben's work exemplifies the concepts of  essence and existence in cultural symbolisms by 

incorporating a diverse array of  symbols and motifs that carry deep-rooted meanings, values, 

and associations from various cultural traditions. Through his art, Ben brings the essence of  

cultural symbolisms to life, infusing his compositions with layers of  richness, complexity, and 

depth that invite viewers to explore and interpret the interconnectedness of  human 

experiences and identities. In Ben Enwonwu's artworks, the essence of  cultural symbolisms is 

evident through his thoughtful selection and integration of  symbols that resonate with 

universal themes and emotions. By drawing upon symbols that carry intrinsic meanings and 

associations across different cultures, Ben's compositions speak to the shared human 

experiences of  love, loss, resilience, and unity. The essence of  these cultural symbols infuses 

his art with a sense of  timelessness and universality, allowing viewers to connect with the 

deeper layers of  meaning and significance embedded within the artwork. The existence of  

cultural symbolisms in Ben's art is manifested through the physical representations and visual 

narratives that he creates. Through his vibrant colors, intricate details, and meticulous 

compositions, Ben brings cultural symbols to life in a tangible form that engages the senses and 

sparks contemplation. The existence of  these symbols in Ben's artwork serves as a visual 

language through which viewers can explore and appreciate the diversity, beauty, and 

complexity of  human cultural heritage.

Ben's work contributes to the broader discourse on cultural symbolism in art by offering a 

contemporary perspective that transcends boundaries and celebrates the interconnectedness 

of  global cultural narratives. By juxtaposing symbols from different cultures, belief  systems, 

and historical periods, Ben creates visual dialogues that challenge traditional notions of  

cultural identity and invite viewers to reflect on the fluidity, hybridity, and diversity of  human 

experiences. His art serves as a catalyst for cross-cultural dialogue, understanding, and 

appreciation, fostering a deeper connection and empathy among individuals from diverse 

backgrounds.

In conclusion, Ben's work exemplifies the concepts of  essence and existence in cultural 

symbolisms through his thoughtful integration of  diverse symbols, motifs, and imagery that 

carry deep cultural significance and meanings. His art contributes to the broader discourse on 

cultural symbolism by fostering cross-cultural dialogue, appreciation, and understanding, and 

celebrating the richness and interconnectedness of  human cultural heritage. Through his 

unique artistic vision and creative expression, Ben's work serves as a powerful reminder of  the 

beauty and complexity of  cultural diversity, inviting viewers to engage with, reflect on, and 

celebrate the essence and existence of  cultural symbolisms in art.
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