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Abstract

he study investigates the link between resource control agitations and

political stability in Nigeria, with emphasis on Akwa Ibom State as a case

study. Resource control struggles, initially an issue between minority and
majority ethnic groups, have expanded to regional rivalries that influence Nigeria's
political structure. Guided by Vilfredo Pareto's Elite theory (1935), the study
employed a descriptive research design. A sample of 329 respondents was randomly
selected from a population of 432 across six oil-producing local governments:
Eastern Obolo, Eket, Esit-Eket, Ibeno, Mbo, and Ikot Abasi. Data were collected
through questionnaires, interviews, and secondary sources, then analyzed using
descriptive and inferential statistics via SPSS. Findings reveal a strong relationship
between agitations for true federalism and political stability: increased agitation
from oil-bearing communities correlates with decreased stability. Violent
demonstrations, petitions, and sabotage of oil facilities were identified as key drivers
of instability. The study concludes that unresolved resource control disputes
significantly undermine Nigeria's political stability. Recommendations include
adopting genuine federalism, restructuring the polity, and initiating constitutional
reforms to allow oil-producing states greater participation in resource management.
Furthermore, the study advocates for a substantial increase in the derivation formula
from 13% to 50%, specifically for developmental projects in Niger Delta states, as a
strategy to mitigate political tensions and enhance national stability.
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Background to the Study

Resource Control is a vital component of true-federalism and one of the fundamental
requirements which forms the very basis of any federal system of government. Indeed, the
centrality of the role of financial autonomy and independence of the different units of
government in a federation in guaranteeing “true federalism” cannot be overemphasized.
These twin concepts have elicited scholarly debates in different fora and become a focal point
among other things in Nigeria's democratic journey and struggles even at the well-attended
Constitutional Conference in 1957 at Lancaster House, London and the 1958 Conference
which led to the enactment of the 1960 Independence and 1963 Republican Constitutions.
The 1960 Independence and the 1963 Republican Constitutions respectively enshrined some
fundamental principles of fiscal federalism and elements of resource control in view of the
level of derivation percentage that the regions enjoyed. In the course of the nation's political
evolution, these constitutions were suspended, modified or repealed by the ruling military
leadership and the country tilted to a unitary system with a very strong vagaries of interest
(Bello and Ojo, 2023; Amakeivi, 2022).

With the return of democratic governance and the unsolved developmental problems that the
Niger Delta region has successively experienced, there has been a spontaneous agitation for
the institutionalization of resource control and the practice of true federalism (Abbas and
Wakili, 2018). This is in view of the underlying philosophy of federalism as a system of
government where the component units of a political organization participate in sharing
powers and functions in a cooperative manner. Control to the federal idea is granting
financial autonomy to the different levels of government. Put differently, financial
subordination makes mockery of federalism no matter how carefully the legal forms may be
preserved. Resource control debacle is one of the most controversial histories in Nigeria's
political and socio-economic history.

According to Dickson and Asua (2016), Attah (2004) and Chijioke, Innocent and Emeh
(2012), the history of resource control in Nigeria is nothing short of a history of conflict
between citizens' agitations and governments' endless abuse of their privileges as custodians
of the people's resources. This conflict is one which has, accordingly, given birth to the major
high-points of the history such as the Raisman Commission Era of resource control in 1959,
Binns Commission (1964), Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development Commission
(OMPADECQC) in 1992, Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) and the subsequent
creation of the Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs by late President Umaru Musa Yar'dua. With
so much recalcitrance on the part of government, the history has had to contend with a
diversity of civil unrests in many parts of the country and to contend with the rise of various
civil movements, particularly in the nation's oil rich Niger Delta region, all affecting,
aggravating and impeding the political stability of the country at large.

Prior to colonial rule, in Nigeria, resource control did not enter into its critical stage as it is
presently. The reason for this was that, the leaders and rulers of the respective pre-colonial
communities then, who now make up contemporary Nigeria operated 'welfare-driven
systems' of 'resource control' which also rhymed with the 'natural land tenure systems' at the
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time. Although not the real owners of the people's resources, the kings, elders and clan heads,
in the pre-colonial period, were the custodians of the people's lands and other resources
(Abbas, 2013). Their legitimate status was those of traditional institutions which held land
and other resources in trust for their citizens. When colonial rule came, it came together with
all its over-bearing interests to grab and own resources, even when these resources belong to
the people. The driving force to this debate in Nigeria in recent years has been the “call for
restructuring” or “agitation for resource control.” Supporting this assertion, Chukwuemeka
and Amobi (2011) and Ita, Ebong and Inimo-Etele (2019) contended that, true federalism
implies that the federating units in the polity pursue their own developmental programmes/
projects at their own pace, utilizing resources within their territory and under their control.

Hence, according to Chijioke et al, (2012), resource control is about access of state
governments and localities to natural resources located in their boundaries and the freedom
to develop as well as utilise them without interference from the central government. Going
further, one of the most contentious issues in almost all federal states is the question of fiscal
federalism. As enunciated earlier by some scholars, fiscal federalism revolves around the
constitutional principle for generating, allocating, sharing and utilization of funds among the
constituent parts of a federal state (Chukwuemeka and Amobi, 2011). Corroborating further,
Dickson and Asua (2016) maintained that from the pre-colonial up to the present time, the
agitation for resource control has remained the most contentious issue in Nigeria's fiscal
relations and political dispensations over the years.

Statement of the Problem

A number of findings and reports revealed that, in reality, the Niger Delta region is suffering
from administrative neglect, crumbling social infrastructure and services, high
unemployment rate, social deprivation, abject poverty, filth, squalor and endemic conflicts
occasioned by the resource control struggles and agitations. Despite the vast oil resources the
country is endowed with, the resource-bearing regions have remained poor with low GNP
per capita.

In effect, the Nigerian state, the oil companies and communities in the resource-based regions
have all been affected by the crisis as developmental efforts have been thwarted. The Niger
Delta crisis is not only a national problem but also a global problem deserving serious
attention. Although the Niger Delta has a long history of violence, the situation has gone
from bad to worse and recently to the emergence of armed militant groups willing to kill as
part of their agitation for a greater share of the region's oil wealth. This calls for peace in the
Niger Delta as national development is impossible when there is no peace. Hence, the reason
why this study is carried out to assess the effects of the resource control agitation on the
political stability and National Development of Nigeria.

In order to properly address the problems earlier stated, the study will be guided by the
following research questions:
(1) What is the relationship between agitation for true federalism and political stability
of Nigeria?
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(i) To what extent has violent demonstrations by resource-based regions affect the
political stability of Nigeria?

(ii1) Of what impacts does petition writing by resource-based region has on political
stability of Nigeria?

(iv) What is the relationship between shutting-down and destruction of oil
facilities/activities by the militants and political stability of Nigeria?

Given the foregoing, this study sets to achieve the understated objectives:

(1) Determine the relationship between agitation for true federalism and political
stability of Nigeria.

(i) Ascertain the effects of violent demonstrations by resource-based region on political
stability of Nigeria.

(i) Examine the impacts of petition writing by resource-based region on political
stability of Nigeria.

(iv) Examine the relationship between shutting-down and destruction of oil
facilities/activities by the militants and political stability of Nigeria.

Significantly, the Niger Delta cum resource-based regions in Nigeria with their striking
relevance has assumed greater significance and prominence in the scheme of affairs in the
country. In most cases, the question of even spread of development and social responsibility
by organizations and communities alike is an unwritten social contract to co-exist in all
mutual respect. It is a case of "social contract theory" and “Cost-benefit analysis”. The extent
to which the region had been affected by pollution and other environmental degradation in
the area of operation determines the level of development that supposed to be carried out
there. Hence, the findings of this study will be very useful to the individual inhabitants of the
region, Stakeholders, Host Communities to the Multinational Oil Companies, businesses,
Managers and management of corporate firms, and the government as it proffers and unfolds
workable ways and measures for building and enhancing enduring peace, harmony and
development.

Policy makers and formulators, Investors, business firms, individuals even corporate entities
will find this work critically useful in the evaluation, implementation and in ameliorating the
negative effects of natural resources' explorations in Nigeria with a view to proffer lasting
solutions that will address the problems bedevilling the region/hosting communities, which
has laid the golden egg that is feeding the nation entirely. The findings of the study will to a
large extent help reduce the heightened political instability occasioned by incessant conflict,
fights and problems associated with the inability and or refusal by government and oil
companies to meet these requests which had often led to serious conflicts resulting in loss of
life, property, stoppage of work by the oil companies and reduction on profit. From the
foregoing, it becomes very timely and significant to carry out a study on Resource control
agitation and political stability in Nigeria.

Conceptualising Resource Control

There is no agreement among scholars on the exact meaning of Resource Control. While a
school of thought conceives it as the total takeover of the resources located in the resource-
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producing regions by the people of those states or region, others opined that, the stakeholders
in the resource-bearing area should manage greater proportions of the resources garnered in
those areas. This implies that scholars and agitators alike largely perceive the concept from
different angles. Henryik (2009) gave a broader definition of resource control as the control
and management of resources by state or local governments from whose jurisdiction the
resources are extracted. The state or local governments would manage the resources from
their territories under federal guidelines, where a prescribed percentage is remitted to the
federal government”.

In contrast, resource control involves the access of communities and State governments to
natural resources located within their boundaries and the freedom to develop and utilise these
resources without reference from the federal government. Resource control is the principle
that every federating unit must be empowered to be self-governing and independent. It
amounts to an expression of self-determination by the component part which places a
collaborative duty on other parts of the country to assist the former in the realization of their
objectives. Similarly, resource control may be taken to mean, the substantive power for a
component unit to collect monetary and other benefits accruing from the exploration,
exploitation and use of resources in its domain and deploy same to its developmental
purposes (Oyosoro, Willie and Aigbe, 2022; Yau, 2001).

From the postulations considered so far, it is clear that, resource producing areas ought to
have control over resources located in their areas, with minimal intervention from the federal
government, as it is the practice in the United States of America. Thus, one can rightly see
resource control as connoting a compelling desire to regain ownership, control, use and
management of resources for the primary benefit of the first owner (the communities and
people) on whose land the resources originate.

The Nigerian State and the Genesis of Resource Control Debacle

Historically, according to Okumagba, (2002), Philips and Akpokighe. (2014), resource
control has been an integral aspect of the Niger Delta. First, after the abolition of slave trade
in 1807, local traders engaged in 'resource control' struggles to participate actively in the trade
in oil palm. Similarly, resource control was one of the highlights of the [jaws' representation
to the Willink Commission to enquire into the Fears of the Minorities and the Means of
allaying them in 1957. Resource control struggles in the post-crude oil era that began with the
botched Isaac Boro-led attempt to create the Niger Delta Republic in 1966 has culminated in
contemporary oil-related restiveness in the region. The response of the federal government
has typically included the creation of development boards, state creation, pacification and
more recently, the amnesty initiative.

In Nigeria, currently, resource control issue has entered into a 'critical phase' following the
introduction of colonial rule (1860-1960). Different factors account largely to this, because
colonial administration, constitutions and policies, were quick to replace the welfare-driven
land tenure systems of pre-colonial communities with externally groomed constitutions and
their mischievous policies, all of which were meant to grab and steal the resources of the
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people and the wealth of the nation (Egbebulum, 2011; Umo-Udo and Ita, 2021). Colonial
rule alone gave Nigeria four different constitutions: the Clifford's Constitution of 1922, the
Richard's Constitution of 1939, the Macpherson's Constitution of 1945 and the Lyttleton's
Constitution of 1954. All four of these colonial constitutions, although when viewed on the
negative side of history present an impression that they were written in favour of sustaining
the then colonial unitary system and its method of 'divide and rule' in the country deviantto a
truism that, “the states must not permanently remain dependent on the federal government
forallocations”.

The Concept of True Federalism and Resource Control

In succinct terms (and in Nigeria's lexicon) true federalism refers to a political system in
which the component units of the body politic participate actively in sharing powers and
functions in a cooperative manner. Even more importantly true federalism embodies the idea
that federating units have substantial control over their resources (Abbas, and Wakili, 2018).
Consequently, given the regional control over sources of revenue, there is greater financial
autonomy to the different levels of government, so that the latter are not permanently fixated
on the federal government for allocations. While the underlying principles of federalism
would later come to be ignored by successive Nigerian governments, efforts had been made
earlier to implement the public policy of fiscal federalism based on the principles of
derivation. For example, the 1960 and 1963 constitutions not only granted greater fiscal
autonomy to the regions, but also empowered them to compete with one another.

However, the hitherto robust federalism of the first republic was eroded by repeated military
intrusion into the political space. Thus, overtime a lot of powers came to be concentrated at
the centre, thus creating imbalance and crises in the federation (Philips and Akpokighe,
2014). To be sure, most of the issues in contention are mostly contained in the concurrent list.
For example, the revenue allocation formula remains one of the most foremost destabilizing
factors in Nigeria's federal experiment (Obi, 1998). Indeed, it has a very great potential for
conflicts, especially between rich and poor regions or state in Nigeria. Due to the
politicisation of ethnicity, attempts have been made over the years by the politically dominant
ethnic groups to allocate a preponderant share of resources to their regions. This scenario has
been the major source of conflicts and the subsequent agitation for resource control by the oil
producing states. Thus, resource control agitation arose out of deep-seated feeling of
marginalisation in spite of the gargantuan oil wealth that the country has harnessed from the
oil-producing region (Amakeivi, 2018).

Overview of Revenue Allocation in Nigeria

Nigeria's revenue allocation policy essentially derives from the character of her federalism.
To be sure from 1954 all Nigerian constitutions have proclaimed Nigeria as a federation.
Revenue allocation is about the financial relations between and among units of government
in the country. It is essentially about the allocation of state resources to the various tiers of
government. From 1914, when the colonial masters created what was known as Nigeria in an
amalgamation exercise which joined together the Northern and Southern protectorates, the
search for a suitable revenue sharing arrangement began (Egugbo, 2018 and Dunmoye,
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2002). Ever since then, certain basic principles have been used for revenue allocation, out of
which four are outstanding: - derivation, need, national interest and even development.
Others, albeit with less emphasis, include, population, geographical peculiarities, internal
revenue efforts, equality of states, continuity, fiscal efficiency, national minimum standards
for national integration, landmass and financial comparability. To ensure that the revenue
sharing is based on a rational and systematic method, the exercise is usually guided by the
recommendations of the Commissions/Committees on Revenue allocation.

Historically between 1946 and 1958, four Commissions were set up to inquire into Nigeria's
fiscal system and make recommendations about revenue allocation among the federal and
regional governments.1 At independence, the issue of revenue allocation became even more
contentious. In 1964, the Bins Commission recommended increasing the Distributable Pool
Account (DPA) from 30 percent to 35 percent. With the advent of military rule, a centralized
administration was imposed. This was followed by the restructuring of the federation into
twelve states and the Federal government. In 1968, the Dina Committee renamed the DPA,
the States Joint Account (SJA) and recommended the basis for its distribution as need,
minimum responsibility of states, derivation and balanced development.

Under the Military, the financial base of the states was weakened and that of the Federal
Government considerably strengthened in line with the centralizing tendency of the military.
In 1970 as a result of the increasing wealth from the oil windfall, the General Yakubu Gowon-
led Federal Military Government promulgated Decree No. 13 which increased financial
allocation to the federal government and reduced export duties that went to the States from
100% to 60%. It was argued then that the Federal government needed an increased financial
base to ensure reconstruction and rehabilitation after the civil war (Dunmoye, 2002).

These changes were strengthened in 1971 by the Federal Government's distinction between
revenue from on-shore and off-shore production of oil, and its decision to take over all
royalties, rent and other revenues from the off-shore oil production. Revenue, which on the
principle of derivation had accrued to those states on whose shores oil was produced, now
went to the federal government. More reforms in the revenue allocation were to come under
the Aboyede Technical Committee of 1977, and the Okigbo Committee of 1981. In 1988, the
General Ibrahim Babangida-led Federal Military Government set up a permanent National
Revenue Mobilization, Allocation and Fiscal Commission. Thus, under the Military, the
principle of derivation was gradually jettisoned. The vertical fiscal imbalance led to the
several complaints. Consequently, there was pressure on the Federal Government to redress
what was considered an unjust situation.

Resource Control Agitation and Political Stability: Implications for Governance and
Public Administration

According to Azaiki (2003), the fact of the matter is that the political, economic and social
dynamics of the region can be better understood in the context of the age-long neglect and
underdevelopment of the area, occasioned by the exploitation and exploration of its rich oil
and gas reserves. The recurrent crises in the region are not recent developments or occurrence
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confined to few communities. They are flashpoints of the region's expression of long-term
frustration at what the people of the region understand to be inequitable distribution of
income accrued from the oil produced from the region. Various militant groups have sprung
up of recent to undermine the activities of the oil companies, using different methods and
tactics, thereby daring the Nigerian government. Prominent among such groups are the
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the Niger Delta Peoples
Volunteer Force (NDPVF), the Joint Revolutionary Council (JRC), and the Movement for
the Survival of the Ijaw Ethnic Nationality (MOSEIN).

The issue of resource control agitation and its impact on political stability in Nigeria,
particularly in Akwa Ibom State, has significant implications for governance and public
administration. Public administrators in such a resource-rich but politically volatile
environment face the challenge of balancing equitable resource distribution with the need to
maintain peace and stability. This situation demands effective policy formulation,
transparency, and accountability in revenue allocation to reduce grievances among citizens.

Additionally, public administration must contend with increased demands for participatory
governance, as marginalized groups and communities push for greater inclusion in decision-
making processes. The tensions created by resource control struggles can weaken
institutional capacity, foster corruption, and divert administrative focus from development to
conflict management. On the other hand, effective management of resource control demands
could strengthen state institutions, improve public trust, and enhance service delivery. In
essence, the topic underscores the need for responsive, people-centred governance, conflict-
sensitive administration, and strategic resource management to sustain political stability and
promote development in Akwa Ibom State and Nigeria at large.

Theoretical Framework

The study is theoretically anchored on the Elite theory in explaining the problem under
investigation. This theory was propounded by Vilfredo Pareto in 1935. The supposition of the
theory is that, power is rotated among the elites; this means that, the elites are substituted by
another group of elites, meaning that the masses or majority are unavoidably ruled by the few
elites at the expense of the masses (the resource-based region). It is understood that this idea
was introduced by Pareto and Mosca in 1935. The elite theory sees elites as players governing
the national resources and occupying key positions related to power networks (resource
control). This theory resides on how power is rotating among the elites in society in the
pretext of the godfatherism proposition. More so, the theory believes that power can only be
shared among the elites at the expense of the masses which most times violent protests,
agitations, corruption and political conflicts.

Consequently, the major assumptions of elite theory is that, in every society there is, and must
be a minority which rules over the majority, and this minority forms the political class or
governing elite composed of those who occupy the posts of political command and more
regularly those who can directly influence political decision, especially resource control.
They undergo changes in its membership over a period of time, ordinarily by the recruitment
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of new individual members from the lower strata of the society, sometimes by the
incorporation of new social groups, and occasionally by the complete replacement of the
established elite by counter-elite. They are the ones who govern, and are known as the
kingmakers, the notables and often seen as strongmen who control politics in their different
domains. Apparently, in a political environment where godfatherism is in vogue, individuals
are colonized by their dictates. The relevance of this theory is the proclivity that subsists to the
explanation of resource control and political stability.

Data Presentation, Analysis and Interpretation
Table 1: Response Rate

Questionnaire Questionnaire filled Percentage
Administered and returned
Respondents 329 317 96.4

Source: Field Data, 2025.

The above response rate was satisfactory to make conclusions for the study as was used as a
representative. According to Egbebulum (2011), a response rate of 50% is adequate for
analysis and reporting; a rate of 60% is good and a response rate of 70% and above is
excellent. Based on the assertion, the response rate was excellent.

Table 2: Gender determination

Gender Frequency Percentage
Male 248 78.23
Female 69 21.77
Total 317 100

Source: Field Survey, 2025.

Results obtained showed that 78.23% of the respondents were males with only 21.77% of
them filled by females. This implies that the pains and anguish of the resource control
agitation in Akwa Ibom state in particular and Nigeria in general is always championed and
borne by males, simply depending on the turbulent, risky nature of the terrain and
environment enveloping the contentious resource control struggles.

Table 3: Resource Control and Political Stability Questionnaires (RCaPSQs)

Respondents in Resource- Questionnaires response Percentage
bearing cities/communities
Ikot Abasi 36 114
Eket 86 27.13
Esit Eket 43 13.56
Ibeno 29 9.15
Mbo 17 5.36
Eastern Obolo 106 33.44
Total 317 100%

Source: Field Survey, 2025.
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Results obtained revealed that, 11.4% of Resource control agitators who bear the brunt of the
suppression were from Ikot Abasi, 27.13% from Eket, 13.56% from Esit Eket, 9.15% from
Ibeno, 5.36% from Mbo and 33.44% from Eastern Obolo. The highest number of 33.44%
from the Eastern Obolo, affirmed the fact, that negative consequences (fallout) of the
resource control agitations in the State which is a major Oil producing stronghold in Nigeria
have been engulfed in resource control agitations resulting to communal conflicts, fights,
killings and destruction of lives and properties as seen between Eastern Obolo and Tkot Abasi
recently.

Research Question 1: What is the relationship between agitation for true federalism and
political stability in Nigeria?

Table 4: Relationship between Agitation for True Federalism and Political stability in Nigeria

Statements Frequency | Percent | Cumulative
percent

High level/gale of Conflicts brewing between oil-bearing 2 70 70
communities as a result of the agitations ' '
Organized campaigns, protests and rallies for true federalism 19 5.10 12.1
Eruption of personal interest and communities’ struggles 38 11.99 24.09
A ly of Stakehol i hi front for legal

ss.ernb y o Sta e. olders in reaching a common front for lega 18 5.68 29.77
action and legislation.
Nocturnal anti-people movements and meetings 22 6.94 36.71
Al q - - -

1251nce and mergers with other stakeholders with ulterior 17 5 36 4207

motives
Confroptatlons with Government Agencies on adoption of true 24 757 49.64
federalism

rn.ergence of divergent views and memos from opposition 16 5.05 54.69
regions
Struggles' gnd agitations for increased allocations to oilbearing 73 383 63.52
communities
Petit - -

e.tltlf)ns to governments on adoption of true federalism 24 757 71.09
principles
Incessant court cases and litigations 27 9.10 80.19
F ailure.: ?.nd poor feedbacks and performance of the governments 30 10.03 90.22
on petitions sent
Corruption and lack of sincerity to true federalism 31 9.78 100

Total 317 100

Source: Field Survey, 2025.

The study examined the relationship between agitation for true federalism and political
stability in Nigeria. The results in table 4 depicted that 7.0 % of the respondents attributed a
strong variation existing between agitation for true federalism and political stability to high
level/gale of conflicts as a results of the agitations, 5.10% said there is organized campaigns,
protests and rallies for true federalism, 11.99% alluded to eruption of personal interest and
communities' struggles, 5.68% said, stakeholders resorted to legal action and legislation
while 6.94% averred that it had trigger Nocturnal anti-people movement and meetings. These
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implications of resource control and true federalism struggles have all been seen and
witnessed in Akwa Ibom State and Nigeria. Consequently, 5.36% of the respondents posited
that, the struggle has elicited strong alliance and mergers with other stakeholders with
ulterior motives, 7.57% it has resulted to confrontations with government agencies, 5.05% of
the respondents said the problem woke up divergent views and oppositions in the country and
8.83% said there are Struggles and agitations for increased allocations to oil-bearing
communities.

Moreover, 7.57% of the respondents maintained that Petitions has erupted to governments
on adoption of true federalism principles occasioned by 9.10% Incessant court cases and
litigations on the subject matter, 10.03% said at worst, the agitations are fuelled by wilful
Failure and poor feedbacks and performance of the governments on petitions sent, while
9.78% described the awkward situation caused by corruption and lack of sincerity to true
federalism. Apart from being antithetical to democratic consolidation, resource control
agitations are and remain evil building-blocks for war, corruption, retrogression,
underdevelopment, mediocrity and backwardness. This view is quite revealing as it unveils
the problematic dimensions of havoc and criminality, the phenomenon of resource control
agitations has promoted in Nigeria. Corroborating this assertion Egbebulum, (2011) said
that, the negativities of struggles are even more challenging and daring to democracy and
political stability. From the foregoing, it is obvious that “Agitations for true Federalism”
vitiates political and economic progress and negate good governance” which trues
Federalism elevates.

Research Question 2: To what extent has the violent demonstrations by resource-based
region affected the political stability of Nigeria?

Table 5: Effects of violent demonstrations on the political stability of Nigeria

Cumulative

Statements Frequenc Percent
q ¥ Percent

Eruption of Violence and killings of
innocent citizens as a result of agitations 97 30.60 30.60
for resource control

Destruction of lives and property of

political stakeholders and Government 43 13.56 44.16
officials
Prolo'n'ged' and intermittent court cases 67 2114 65.3
and litigations
Mass Protests and street display 46 14.51 79.81
Dlsplacement of citizens and clash of 54 17.03 96.84
interest
FerOlOLlS. spending anq mismanagement 10 316 100
of financial and material resources

Total 317 100

Source: Field survey, 2025.
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Table 5 investigated the effects of violent demonstrations by resource-based region affected
on political stability of Nigeria. The results clearly revealed that, eruption of Violence and
killings of innocent citizens as a result of agitations for resource control accounts for 30.60%
decrease in Political stability of Nigeria, 44.16% of the respondents affirmed the political
stability of the country is affected by the destruction of lives and property occasioned by the
agitation. While 65.3% supported that, there is Prolonged and intermittent court cases and
litigations emerged as one of the variables affecting political stability as well as 79.81% of the
agitators attributing the roots cause of political instability in Nigeria to mass protests and
street display for resource control. These results are in tandem with the findings of Samuel ez
al, (2021) that “the neglect and under-development of the resource-based regions by the
Federal Government has eroded the political and economic stability needed to drive the
development and transformation of the Nation. In addition, the violent demonstrations and
kidnappings orchestrated by the irate youths had stalled foreign direct investment into the
country to a large extent. From the foregoing, it is obvious that to attain political stability in
the country (UNDP, 2022; Ukiwo, 2021; Dickson and Ita, 2022). Reassessing Ethnic-Based
Party Formation, Proliferation and Political Instability in Nigeria: A Periscope into the
Future. Asian Research Journal of Arts and Social Sciences, Vol. 18, No. 2, pp. 1-14,).

Research Question 3: Of what impacts does petition writing by resource-based region has on
political stability of Nigeria?

Table 6: Impacts of Petition writing by resource-based region on political stability of Nigeria

Cumulative
Statements Frequency | Percent
Percent

Resource control agitations have elicited myriad
of petition writing and escalated political 83 26.19 26.19
instability in Nigeria.
Petiti itten b -based iti

etitions written by resource-based communities 75 23.66 49.85

has instigated war, killings, violence and conflicts.
Neglects of petitions on resource control has
promoted political, communal and inter-tribal 79 24.1 73.95
instability and acrimony.

Political stability is eroded by Resource control

petitions elevating clash of interest and selfish 64 20.19 94.14
motives
It causes dlSCI‘lmln?.’[lOl’l, }nternal-wrar}ghng by 16 5 86 1000
stakeholders and oil-bearing communities

Total 317 100

Source: Field survey, 2025.

The results in table 6 revealed that 26.19% of the respondents strongly agree that Resource
control agitations have elicited myriad of petition writing and escalated political instability in
Nigeria, 23.66% supported that Petitions written by resource-based communities has
instigated war, killings, violence and conflicts, 24.1% attributed it to Neglects of petitions on
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resource control has promoted political, communal and inter-tribal instability and acrimony,
20.19% affirmed the Political stability is eroded by Resource control petitions elevating clash
of interest and selfish motives, while 5.86% strongly confirm that It causes discrimination,
internal-wrangling by stakeholders and oil-bearing communities. Based on the cumulative
percentage which shows that majority of the respondents agreeing to the results, this implies
that petition writing by resource-based regions in agitation for resource control struggles has a
positive and significant effect on political stability of Nigeria. According to Ukiwo, (2021),
the intermittent peace in the Oil-producing region has not only impeded growth and
development of the region but has constituted a clog in the wheel of progress of development
and democratic dispensation in the country over the years.

Test of The Hypothesis
Table 7: Correlation analysis results for effects of resource control agitations on political
stability of Nigeria

Correlation matrix
Parameters of correlation Agitation for true | Violent Petition Shutting
federalism demonstrations | writing down/destruction
of oil facilities
Pearson 1.000 .369** .209** 0.238**
Agitation for true | correlation
federalism Sig. (2 .209 .209 .000 .005
tailed)
N 5 5 387 5
Violent Pearson .369*%* 337** -.080 .399%*
demonstrations correlation
Sig. (2 .005 -.080 115 .005
tailed)
N 5 387 387 5
Petition Writing | Pearson 459%* 1.000 0.92 .143*
correlation
Sig. (2 .005 .082 .005 .289
tailed)
N 5 5 5 5
Shutting- Pearson .394 236%* 1.000
down/destructio | correlation .1.000
n of oil facilities | Sig. (2 .005 .005 364** .399**
tailed)
N 5 5 5 5

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2 tailed).

Source: SPSS outputs computed by the researcher

A correlation coefficient value of 1 means perfect. 0.7-0.9 value of correlation coefficient
means strong and 0.4-0.6 value of correlation coefficient means moderate and 0.1- 0.3 value
of correlation coefficient means weak. In Table 7, agitation for true federalism, violent
demonstrations, petition writing by resource-based region maintained positive correlations at
5% (0.05) level of significance while shutting-down and destruction of Oil facilities/activities
by the militants maintained a positive but insignificant correlation at 1%. Hence, the result
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from correlation matrix analysis in Table 7 revealed the strong positive relationships between
the variables under investigations.

Discussion of Findings

The correlation results coefficient of 20.9% in the correlation equation indicated that, there is
a positive and significant relationship between agitation for true federalism tendencies and
political stability in Nigeria. Thus, the resource control agitation from the onset has generated
mixed feelings and aroused divergent interest. According to Philips and Akpokighe (2014);
Ukiwo (2021) despite the rationality of resources control advocacy by the elites from the
South-South geopolitical zone of the country, their northern counterparts have consistently
kicked against the agitation, alluding that, any attempt to allow states to control their own
resources signalized a recipe for disintegration. Inview of this anomaly, Bello and Ojo (2023)
corroborated that, all over the world, oil mineral deposits are naturally controlled by the
central government and wonders why Nigeria should deviate from such acceptable standard.

The coefficient of the results in the correlation equation signalized that, an increase in violent
demonstrations by resource-based regions in Nigeria, affects and impedes political stability
of the country by 36.9%. This position is in tandem with the findings of Egugbo (2018) that,
the Niger Delta region of Nigeria had for many years been a centre of major
confrontation/demonstrations between host communities, on the one hand, and the
government security forces and oil companies on the other hand. This has made the region to
become an enclave of intense social strife. In consonance to the fact that, the discovery of oil
in the Niger Delta region in commercial quantity triggered a chain of events that hasled to the
political and economic marginalization of the inhabitants.

However, correlation results coefficient of 38.7% in the correlation equation revealed that,
there is a strong and significant relationship between violent demonstrations and political
stability in Nigeria, which has resulted to a 28.9 increase in spate of shutting-down and
destruction of oil facilities by the angry youths in the Niger Delta region. This confirms the
findings of Bello and Ojo (2023) that, the Niger Delta region is riddled with bad governance
and corruption on the parts of government officials, both at the state and local government
levels. The results of the study correspond with the findings of Dickson and Asua (2016) that,
the underdevelopment is so severe and the youths of the region are the hardest hit by lack of
development. This is why many of them have resorted to militancy in an effort to focus
national and international attention to their plight. Despite all the claims by the oil
companies to be involved in the development of the region it is to the contrary. The pervasive
under-development has subjected Nigerians living in the oil producing region to live in dire
poverty.”

Unemployment is very high among the people of the Niger Delta region. Hence, the
recurrent crises in the region are not recent developments or occurrence confined to few
communities. They are flashpoints of the region's expression of long-term frustration at what
the people of the region understand to be inequitable distribution of income accrued from the
oil produced from the region (Samuel et a/, 2021). Thus, various militant groups have sprung
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up of recent to undermine the activities of the oil companies, using different methods and
tactics, thereby daring the Nigerian government.

Therefore, resource control agitation is essentially seen as a contest between the states of the
Niger Delta region and the federal government and as signifying the political-legal authority
by states to manage natural resources within their territories in terms of defining the manner
and mode of exploitation as well as the utilization of proceeds accruing thereto (Okumagba,
2002). Above all, the concept of resource control should not be equated with crude oil only. It
transcends the narrow confines of crude oil to include coal, hides and skin, tin, limestone,
groundnut, rubber, cotton, palm oil and solid minerals on earth.

Conclusion

From the above analyses, the issue of resource control in Nigeria remains one of the most
critical aspects of power politics in Nigeria that is hidden behind the veil of ethnic identity.
This is somewhat related to the structure of Nigerian federalism and the dominant role of the
Federal government. It is also tied to the question of minority rights, centre-periphery
relations, and the traditional contestation for hegemony between the dominant groups. It is
safe to say that, the issue of resource control debacle is rooted in the nation's constitutional
anomaly (Samuel, et al, 2021).

Thus, the noble objectives of the 1954 constitution gave way to contemporary oil politics and
resources control tensions following the discovery of oil in 1957 and the introduction of the
1960 Independence Constitution, the 1963 Republican Constitution, the current 1999
Nigeria's Constitution, and the respective infractions which have continued to dominate this
controversial and critical history of resource control in the country (Ozon, 2018). Therefore,
there is no clearly binding social contract between government and citizens of Nigeria on the
question of resources control in the country. Unless this is taken care of and prioritized by the
government as a serious problem, resources control history in Nigeria would linger on as a
generational problem. Fortunately, new thinking in Nigeria now is that every region is rich in
natural resources. What is remaining is that, Nigeria needs an ownership or derivation system
that allows each region to benefit meaningfully from resources within its borders to engender
peace, progress, growth and all-round development.

Based on the results of the study, the major findings are summarized as follows;

(i)  There is a strong relationship between agitation for true federalism and political
stability in Nigeria. This implies that, an increase in the agitations by Oil-bearing
communities reduces political stability drastically.

(i1)) There is a positive and strong impact of the violent demonstrations on the political
stability of Nigeria. Thus, the spates of violent eruption due to resource control
agitation, the more the increase in political instability.

(i) There is a positively- significant effects of petition writing on political stability in
Nigeria. This is because anger-induced petition instigates war, conflicts and clashes
of interest.

(iv) There is a positive relationship between shutting-down/destruction of oil facilities
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and political stability in Nigeria. These have a combine effect on the nation's
development and growth in all ramifications.

Recommendations
Arising from the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proffered:

(1)  There should be adoption and entrenchment of the true principles of federalism in
Nigeria.

(i) There should be restructuring and major constitutional reforms put in place to make
the states autonomous and independent to a reasonable extent.

(ii1) Oil producing states of the Niger Delta region must be allowed to participate in the
exploration and exploitation of oil and gas in the states to reduce political tensions
and instability. While all legislations facilitating the economic oppression and
political repression of the Niger Delta region should be repealed.

(iv) The derivation formula should be increased substantially from 13% to about 50% for
the oil producing states, and the derivation principle should be extended to other
resources including solid minerals and agricultural resources.

(v) The Federal Government should tie the derivation fund that accrue to the oil
producing states from the federation account to specific development projects in the
oil producing communities to prevent the local ruling elites from diverting or
misappropriating the funds as they are currently doing.
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