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Abstract

his paper explores youth entrepreneurship unlocking Nigeria's job

creation through agriculture: paving the way for success, Nigeria, with

its vast agricultural potential and large youth population, stand at a
critical juncture where youth entrepreneurship in agriculture can be a game
changer for the economy. By harnessing the energy, creativity, and innovation of
its youth, Nigeria can unlock significant opportunities for job creation,
economic growth and sustainable development. The objective is to identify the
factor influencing youth participation in agricultural entrepreneurship in
Nigeria. To investigate the role of technology and innovation in promoting
youth entrepreneurship in agriculture in Nigeria. The sample size was 100
respondents, including teachers and agri-business students. Descriptive survey
design was used, and data collected via structured questionnaires. The findings
of this research are expected to contribute to policy discussion in unlocking
Nigeria's job creation through agriculture in Nigeria. By providing empirical
data on the role of the youth. This study offers practical recommendations such
as our youths should be exposed to improved agricultural activities, because they
have great potentials to explore the windows of opportunities in agricultural
sector. In conclusion, there should be massive support for youth's empowerment
in Nigeria. It is necessary, to shape Nigeria's future and secure its destiny, by
increasing the attractiveness of agriculture for young people.
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Background to the Study

Agriculture in Nigeria has remained unattractive to young people because of failure of
government to mechanize the sector. “The exodus of rural youth means fewer small-scale
farmers tomorrow, which will lead to drastically changing the profile of farming”. Said a
recent report by the International Institute for Environment and Development ITED (2012).
Nigeria, with its vast agricultural potential and large youth population, stands at a critical
juncture where youth entrepreneurship in agriculture can be a game-changer for the economy.
By harnessing the energy, creativity, and innovation of its youth, Nigeria can unlock
significant opportunities for job creation, economic growth, and sustainable development.
Moreover, Agriculture is the backbone of Nigeria's economy, contributing significantly to
GDP, employing a large portion of the workforce, and providing food security. However, the
sector's potential remains underexploited, particularly among the youth. By engaging youths
in agricultural entrepreneurship, Nigeria can modernize its agricultural practices, increase
productivity, and enhance the sector's contribution to the economy.

Agriculture could be referred to as the production, processing, promotion and distribution of
agricultural products. Agriculture is the backbone of economic system of a given country.
And is important to human beings because it forms the basis for food security. It helps human
beings grow the most ideal food crops and raise the right animals with accordance to
environmental factors. Being able to grow the right crop and keep the right livestock ensures
that human beings are able to eat healthy diets and form strong immune systems to fight
against diseases and infections. Agricultural activities help human beings create job
opportunities, which eventually helps build a strong and sustainable national economy. The
main source livelihood of many people is agriculture. Approximately 70% of the people
directly rely on agriculture as a mean of way to use land so as to avoid disasters like famines.
(Nwogu 2013). Before industrial revolution, agriculture was the primary source of economy
for most countries. Before the civil war in Nigeria, our country had more than enough food to
take care of its citizen. Agriculture was booming before crude oil was discovered. However,
upon the discovery of oil, much attention was shifted from agriculture.

Over the years Nigeria has depended on crude oil exploration and exportation. Crude oil
accounts for over 90 per cent of Nigeria's foreign exchange earnings, 35 per cent of gross
domestic products (GDP), and 75 per cent of government revenue. A failure to save for the
rainy day as well as poor monetary and fiscal policies were party responsible for the country's
current recession, according to the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN). Nigeria is blessed with a
favourable soil and climate condition that can accommodate crops such as onion, carrot,
cocoa yam, pear, potatoes, okra, vegetables, beans, and so much more. The country indeed has
huge agricultural potentials. With over 84 million hectares of arable land, of which only 40 per
cent is cultivated; a population of about 180 million people, making her Africa's largest
market; 230 billion cubic meters of water; and abundant and reliable rainfall in over two thirds
of its territory, the country has some of the richest natural resources for agricultural
production in the world. Even though over 70% of our land is arable, Nigerian youths are
encouraged to see farming as business. Instead, we all grew up and dream of working in a bank
hall, factories, and the oil sector.
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This situation of dominance of oil in the economy hasled to a major decline in the agricultural
sector, leading agriculture to be practiced and dominated by traditional smallholder farmers
who raise subsistence crops such as maize, cassava, yams, rice of which up to 70% of the final
produce is for their own consumption. Most people will want to agree with me that, it will be
difficult for government alone to provide jobs for all graduates. Even now that “good jobs” are
dead; most people are still ignorant of the potential in agribusiness. Moreover, the agriculture
sector requires new skill, younger and more entrepreneurial farmers who will be able to run
sound agri-business, that will make Nigerians agricultural modern, commercial and
profitable.

It must be recall that in 1960, 70s Nigeria was an agricultural power house that accounted for
42% of groundnut export globally, 29% of palm oil export, 18% of cocoa export and our
farmers then, were the leading producers of Colton in West Africa. Agriculture as it where,
was a job creation engine and era recorded low youth unemployment ratios of a mere 2%.
Sadly, today Nigeria has lost that glory. We now, depend solely on food importation, even on
the food items we had comparative advantage over other nations to produce. Nigeria food
import has risen to alarming rate, as Nigeria spends over 3 trillion annually. Also, it is my view,
that this trend if checked wills elusive effect on the nation economy, with resultant negative
effects.

Agriculture should be handling as a business, no longer as a development programme. We also
need to look inwards and focus on private sector driven investment to unlock the potential of
private sector driven investment to unlock the potential of the sector. All these initiatives are
expected to serve as a platform to attract the younger people into agricultural business, as an
occupation with new technology, agriculture is no longer about hoe and cutlass. (Ugochukwu
2010). The vision of improved agriculture and indices of agricultural transformation agenda
is to move Nigeria from small scale agricultural economy, to an agriculturally industrialized
economy, towards wealth creation, jobs and market for farmers. Nigeria must also plan to
grow the size of agricultural sector from the present level of $90 billion per year today, to $300
billion per year by 2030. There are lots of money to be made from Agriculture especially in
investment in several agricultural value chains on tomatoes, cocoa, oil palm etc. Animal
returns from these investments in each commodity value chains ranged from 19% to as high as
85% with investment payback period ranged from 3.5 to 4.5 years. (Nwankwo 2022).
Consequently, in order to take advantage of this growth and rising profitability of the
agricultural sector for the youth, some critical issues must be addressed. Rather than design
solutions for the youth from Top-down approach, the bottom-Top approach, which carries
participatory elements design, will convey solutions to youth unemployment issues in
Nigeria.

Statement of Problem

The agricultural potential of Nigeria is barely being tapped and this explains the mobility of
the country to meet the ever-increasing demand for agricultural produce Although the
agricultural sector remains a dominant employer of labour serious investment is needed
across the board to enhance production and increase the contribution of the country's GDP.
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Despite Nigeria's vast agricultural potential and large youth population, the country faces
significant challenges in creating jobs and stimulating economic growth through agriculture.
To answer this question, there is need for an empirical inquiry into the youth
entrepreneurship: unlocking Nigeria's job creation through agriculture: paving the way for
success.

Objective of the Study

i. To identify the factors influencing youth participation in agricultural
entrepreneurship in Nigeria.

ii. To assess the impact of youth entrepreneurship in agriculture on job creation and
economic growth in Nigeria.

iii. To explore the challenges faced by youth entrepreneurs in the agricultural sector in
Nigeria.

iv. To develop strategies for supporting and enhancing youth entrepreneurship in
agriculture forjob creation in Nigeria.

v. To investigate the role of technology and innovation in promoting youth
entrepreneurship in agriculture in Nigeria.

Research Questions

1. What are the key factors influencing youth participation in agricultural
entrepreneurship in Nigeria?

ii. How does youth entrepreneurship in agriculture contribute to job creation and
economic growth in Nigeria?

iii. What are the major challenges faced by youth entrepreneurs in the agricultural sector
in Nigeria?

iv. What strategies can be implemented to support and enhance youth entrepreneurship
in agriculture forjob creation in Nigeria?

v. How can technology and innovation be leveraged to promote youth entrepreneurship
in agriculture in Nigeria?

The Role of Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture
Youth entrepreneurship in agriculture offers a promising pathway to address several
challenges facing Nigeria, including:

1. Unemployment: By creating jobs in agriculture and related sectors, youth
entrepreneurship can help reduce unemployment rates among Nigerian youths.

2. Food Security: Entrepreneurial activities in agriculture can lead to increased food
production, improving food availability and access, and enhancing food security.

3. Economic Diversification: Agriculture-based entrepreneurship can contribute to
diversifying Nigeria's economy, reducing dependence on oil, and building resilience
against economic shocks.

4. Rural Development: By stimulating economic activities in rural areas, youth
entrepreneurship in agriculture can contribute to balanced regional development and
reduce rural-urban migration.
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Opportunities of Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

i.

ii.

Market Demand: Growing demand for food and agricultural products both
domestically and internationally.

Technological Advancements: Opportunities for adopting modern farming
techniques and technologies.

iii. Government and Private Sector Support: Increasing support for agricultural

development through policies, programs, and investments.

Challenges of Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

iv.

Vi.

Access to Finance: Limited access to capital and financial services for youth
entrepreneurs.

Lack of Skills and Training: Need for specialized training in agricultural
entrepreneurship and business management.

Infrastructure and Market Access: Challenges related to infrastructure, market access,
and value chain development.

Importance of Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

1.

Job Creation: Entrepreneurship in agriculture can create direct and indirect jobs,
reducing unemployment.

Economic Growth: Agricultural entrepreneurship contributes to GDP growth,
improving economic stability.

Food Security: Enhancing agricultural productivity ensures food availability and
security.

Sustainable Development: Sustainable agricultural practices can promote
environmental conservation.

Key Areas for Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

1.

Crop Production: Innovative farming techniques and technology can increase yield
and efficiency.

Livestock Production: Opportunities in poultry, fisheries, and animal husbandry.
Agro-processing: Adding value to raw agricultural products through processing and
packaging.

Agricultural Technology: Development and application of tech solutions for farming
and agricultural businesses.

Farm Management Services: Offering services like farm planning, management, and
consultancy.

Benefits of Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

1.

ii.

1il.

Increased Productivity: Youth entrepreneurship in agriculture can lead to increased
productivity and efficiency, contributing to food security and economic growth.

Job Creation: Engaging young people in agricultural entrepreneurship can create
employment opportunities, both directly and indirectly, contributing to poverty
reduction and economic development.

Innovation: Youth entrepreneurship in agriculture can also promote innovation, as
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young people bring new ideas and perspectives to agricultural production and
marketing

Strategies to Support Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

1. Training and Capacity Building: Programs focusing on business skills, agricultural
practices, and technology use.

ii. Access to Finance: Initiatives like youth-focused funding schemes, grants, and low-
interest loans.

iii. Infrastructure Development: Improving rural infrastructure to support agricultural
activities.

iv. Market Linkages: Creating platforms for youth entrepreneurs to access markets and
getbetter prices.

v. Policy Support: Government policies that encourage youth participation in
agriculture, including incentives and protection.

Methodology
A Descriptive field survey research methodology was adopted.

Population of the Study

The study population describes the entire people who are key informants to the findings of a
study. Although the study focuses on youth entrepreneurship and agriculture, the population
of the study includes teachers and agri-business students from Abia State in South Eastern
Nigeria respectively.

Sample and Sampling Technique

A total of 100 respondents were selected. A purposeful sampling technique was adopted as a
sampling modality for the administration of the research instrument. Purposive sampling
technique was referred because it involves selecting certain units or cases based on a definite
purpose.

Table 1: Shows Youth Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

Variable B SEB B t F R2
BE 4.98 0.11 0.44 11.14 58.29 0.54
EE 3.72 0.09 0.35 7.78 38.90. 0.31
CE 2.02 0.10 0.22 3.25 18.140.16

Note: BE Behavioral Engagement; EE = Emotional Engagement; CE Cognitive
Engagement; B = Unstandardized regression coefficient; SEB = Standardized error of the
Coefficient.

Conclusion

In conclusion youth entrepreneurship has the potential to significantly impact agricultural
development, contributing to food security, economic growth, and poverty reduction.
Addressing the challenges and constraints facing youth entrepreneurs in agriculture is crucial
to unlocking their potential and promoting sustainable agricultural development.
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Furthermore, getting young Nigeria's in agriculture is a necessity since most of the country's
subsistence farmers are elderly and dying off. If proper incentives are not available to the
succeeding generation to engage in agriculture, it will leave a vacuum in the sector.

Recommendations

Government should set up agricultural mechanization centres to help young farmers without
capital, who might need expensive tools such as tractors, which they may not be able to afford.
Government at all levels (federal, state and local) needs to provide strategies and implement
plan that can enhance employment opportunities. For example, government can partner with
private and public agencies or set up business training centres and innovative programmes in
Different strategic location, in the country, that can widen the scope of horizon of nowadays
Nigerians on the need to be self-employed.

The government should develop policies that support youth-led agriculture, including
initiatives that provide training, finance, and other resources to young farmers. Investing in
agricultural infrastructure, such as irrigation systems, roads, and storage facilities, can help
improve the efficiency and productivity of agricultural businesses. Encouraging
entrepreneurship and innovation in agriculture can help create new opportunities for young
people and increase the competitiveness of the agricultural sector. Improving access to
markets can help young farmers sell their products and increase their income. This can include
initiatives such as market research, marketing support, and trade facilitation.

Key Implications

1. The government should work closely with the private sector to provide support and
resources for youth-led agricultural initiatives. This partnership can help create more
opportunities for young people to engage in agriculture and agribusiness.

2. Providing training and capacity-building programs for young farmers can equip them
with the necessary skills to succeed in agriculture. This includes training in modern
farming techniques, business management, and entrepreneurship.

3. Access to finance is crucial for young farmers to start and grow their agricultural
businesses. The government and private sector can work together to provide financial
support and resources to young farmers.

4. Focusing on value-added agriculture can help increase the profitability of agricultural
businesses and make them more attractive to young people. This can include initiatives
such as agro-processing, packaging, and marketing!'?3.

Future Research Directions
1. Conducting impact assessments of youth-led agricultural initiatives can help identify
best practices and areas for improvement.
2. Analyzing policy frameworks that support youth-led agriculture can help identify
gaps and opportunities for improvement.
3. Studying youth perceptions and intentions towards agriculture can help understand
the factors that influence their decision to engage in agricultural entrepreneurship (.
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