International Journal of Advanced Research in Global Politics, Governance and Management | IJARGPGM
p-ISSN: 2636-686X | e-ISSN: 2636-6878
Volume 5, Number 1 October, 2025

Corruption: An Impediment to National Security Efforts
and Economic Development

'"Emmanuel Jabirwe Gwambeka & *Misbahu Ibrahim Zamfara

'Department of Criminology and Security Studies, Federal University of Kashere, Gombe State
’Department of Sociology, Gombe State University

Article DOI: 10.48028/1iprds/ijargpgm.v5.11.06

Abstract

orruption is an old monster ravaging the economic and human resource

potential of the country and posing a serious challenge to the development of the

country. The effect of corruption is observed in every sector of the economy
including the security. Its sis in this direction that the paper aimed at examining the
effects has hampered all strategies adopted by government towards combatting it, the
study obtained data from secondary sources for its analysis. This includes journals,
newspapers, policy documents and other relevant sources. It was revealed that
corruption is the major reason for the increasing rate of insecurity in Nigeria.
Transparency International (2013) revealed that in 2012 Nigeria lost over 400 billion to
corruption. It further revealed that corruption. It further revealed that corruption
provided a conducive atmosphere for the sustenance insurgency in Nigeria Including
other forms of crime such as kidnapping, robbery, banditry in the country. emerged as
the most notorious and infectious virus all over the world and in which Nigeria appears
to be on the lead. All efforts and strategies deployed in the fight for corruption proves
largely ineffective and corrosive as indicated by the evil manifestation of poverty,
disease, unemployment, insecurity, gradual erosion of intellectualism and the merciless
strangulation of the judicial system in Nigeria. The paper intends to examine the causes
of corruption and its effects on the security agencies and economic development of
Nigeria. The paper adopts "state fail theory" to explain extent of corruption and the roles
of security agents in the fight of corruption in the country. The paper posits that the
increasing rate of insecurity in the country are as a result of corrupt behavior of the
security and the lack of political will by leaders. The paper maintains that the extent of
corruption in Nigeria portends danger to National security, economic development,
employment, leading to social unrest, poverty and criminal activities etc. The paper
recommended that total reformation in the current anticorruption agencies.
Government should device a strong checks and balancing mechanism to guide and
detect every fraud in these agencies.
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Background to the Study

Corruption has been the major problem of man globally and Nigeria inclusive indeed,
corruption is a notorious phenomenon that send many Nigerians into phenomenon that send
many Nigerians into early graves and everyone is a potential victim (Igbokwe-Ibeto & Okoye,
2014) corruption has become a strong norm that appears to guide and provide direction in
people's behavior. This in line with the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2017) which
revealed that 93% of Nigerians are deeply involved in corruption. A norm that has consumed
this magnitude, where everyone is doing it, is indeed a hard nut to break and this explains why
corruption is rising tall and difficult to combat. According to NBS,2017 Nigeria is rated as one
of the largest economies in Africa with 95% export earnings from oil and gas with GDP of
$442.976 Billion in 2020 placing Nigeria as the largest economy in Africa.

In spite of its strong economic position in the global market, and also as one of the most
resourceful citizens of Nigeria. Persistently suffer from endemic poverty, hunger, disease,
unemployment and forms of crimes and insecurity due to systematic corruption. Nwaze
(2012) pointed that public funds allocated to projects are diverted to private pockets leading to
outright neglect of public project for instance, there is a gross underfunding of all essential
institutions such as education, health, transport, security etc. All public facilities are giving
way to private owners.

The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), revealed that Nigeria is one of the countries
with the largest number of out of school children with about 10.5 million globally (Daily Sun,
2024). Despite, the efforts to the eradicate the menace of corruption, the strategies, and all the
legal instruments have not produced a good result. Instead, corruption keep growing in large
scale. The problem is that the government seems to tight the war with less commitment and it
has not been serious and drastic in this fight and to ensure that corrupt officials are actually
punished by the state. It is the attempt of this paper to interrogate corruption and how it has
disabled even the anti-corruption agencies to give a deadly blow to corruption as well as to see
how the phenomenon of corruption can be tackled in Nigeria.

In Raddah (2010), its harmful effects have penetrated every social institution in Nigeria
including law enforcement agencies such as the police, immigration service, customs service,
EFCC, ICPC and military. The security agencies have saddled with the responsibilities of
providing safety for citizens and development, however, this vital role is embarrassed by
corruption with its negative consequences on national development. This view has been noted
by Dantani and Abdulquadir (2016) who saw a close relationship between corruption and
crime which has become systemic among formal, informal and non-formal actors in Nigeria.
Security officials on duty posts are bribed to overlook the perpetuation of criminal activities
within their reach. The major challenge in the war against corruption is that, there is no
seriousness on the side of the government. The effort in this fight is inadequate to produce
positive result, after all those that are supposed to genuinely fight corruption by using
government instrument are also partners in corrupt practices.

The hydra-headed monster of corruption has grown so big and strong that it has increased the
rate of injustice, disregard to rule of law and distabilize society by creating social tension,
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increases crime rate, violence, terrorism and banditry. (Ribadu, 2007) opined that corruption is
Nigeria's major problem which account for the failure of the government to restore peace in
insurgency ravaged areas e.g. Niger Delta, North-east and North-western regions of Nigeria.
The inability of the anti-corruption agencies to genuinely fight the scourge of corruption has
led to lack of meaningful progress and sustainable development in the country. In this regard,
concerted efforts must be put in place to ensure that the menace of corruption is curbed. This
paper therefore focuses on corruption and how it infected and disabled the security agencies.

Theoretical Framework

Several theories have been advanced by different theorists aimed at understanding the
phenomenon of corruption and security. However, this paper resolved to adopt 'state fragile
theory'. The state fragile theory emphasized the inability of states to provide its citizens with
an enabling environment to attain self-actualization. Meloughin (2009) noted that fragile
states are those states that do not have the capacity to provide citizens with basic needs of life,
including security of lives and property. He further stressed that such states are characterized
with unstable and weak governance, persistent and extreme poverty, lack of territorial control,
high propensity of conflict, inability to provide basic services and most vital needs. Obviously,
a country that is not able to provide its citizens with a conducive atmosphere and adequate
opportunities for self-actualization should expect an increased criminal violence and internal
insecurity which further weakens the country economically. Fragile states are deeply
entangled in terrorism, kidnapping for ransom, banditry, insurgency, cybercrime, armed
robbery, corruption, diseases, poverty etc.

It is in the light of the above that Achebe (1983) in (Igbokwe-Ibeto et al 2019) assert that
corruption an attribute of dysfunctional state. In which few individuals are enmeshed in
looting of public funds at the expense of the majority who swim in poverty, hunger and crime.
The increasing rise and institutionalization of corruption in Nigeria can be attributed to the
inability of the state to fight corruption using state instrument genuinely and sincerely. An
objective examination of anti-corruption and other security agencies e.g. EFCC, ICPC, Police,
DSS etc. are also involved in aiding corruption leading to the increase insecurity, Poverty and
hunger.

The Concept of Corruption

Corruption in Nigeria has assumed a dangerous stage and has crippled all institutions,
rendered individuals, groups void of moral values. Ethical values guiding professions have
been hampered with and nobody seems guilty or remorseful. The most craving job is where
corruption is pervasive and visible. Raddah (2010) refers to corruption as the misuse of public
office by individuals or groups their personal interest. Ogunboyede, (2017) in Lipset & Lenz
(2000) refers to corruption as effort to secure wealth or power through illegal means for private
gain. Stories of public officials hoarding employment opportunities for their children or
relations are not new in Nigeria. Job seekers without connections are denied employment even
if they are qualified. Corruption according to Nwaze, C. (2012) is the non-criminal and illicit
activity committed with objectives of earning wealth illegally either individually or in a group
or organized manner thereby violating existing legislation governing the economic activities
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of government and its administration. The major characteristic of corruption is that it affects
individual, institutional performance, slows down the prevalence of excruciating poverty
among the majority of the people.

Similarly, El-Rufai (2003) opined that corruption "covers a wide range of social misconducts
including fraud, extortion, embezzlement, bribery, nepotism, influence peddling, bestowment
of favours to friends, rigging of elections, abuse of public property, the leaking of official
government secrets, sales of expired and defective goods, e.g. drugs, food, electronics and
spare parts to the public. Corruption penetrates the entire social system and incapacitates the
component parts of the society. Corruption includes the urge by an individual, group or
organization to quench the original insatiable needs using illegal and unethical means.
National security refers to freedom from fear, harm, danger and any other condition that
seems threatening to human life. A community is considered to be secured when its members
do notlive in fear of any form of attack. A government is considered responsible when the lives
and property of citizens are protected from national and international threats. National
security is a broad term that include the provision of protection for individuals, groups and the
neighboring borders.

Okene, (2011) in Odivwri & Gwambeka (2017) opined that national security is the ability of a
country to attain self-sufficiency in both military, social, environmental and economic
wellbeing of citizens. National security refers to a state of being safe from fear of starvation,
social security, labour security, environmental protection, promotion of peace etc.

Causes of Corruption

There are many explanations to what causes corruption generally and Nigeria in Particular.
Some scholars look at the causes of corruption from the social, and institutional point of
views. Corruption can also be associated to individual lifestyle of biological constitution.
Some of the causes of corruption are identified as follows:

Unemployment

Itis a fact that most developing societies including, Nigerians are battling with unemployment
problem, meaning majority of the populations mostly youth are unemployed leading to
serious pressure on the few employed. With their meagre salaries it becomes nearly impossible
to contend with demands from children unemployed graduate, and the extended family which
consist of friends, cousins, uncles, brothers and aunties etc. all these categories have high
expectations on the few employed. This has been a major factor that encourage and sustain
corruption. As reported by a government employee that “These who refuse to be corrupted
and cannot meet up with demands from the extended family are called failures” (Diamond
(1991:46) in Igbokwe-Ibeto (2019).

Weak Leadership

Leadership problem has been major challenge in Africa and Nigeria in particular. In fact the
failure of Nigeria to attain meaningful development despite it natural and human potential is
attributed to leadership failure. In Nigeria, it is a norm that if occupying a good position in
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government is regarded an opportunity to loot public funds. When leaders are corrupt, it
makes followers motivated and engage in corrupt practices. This assertion is supported by
Achebe (1983:20) in Igbekwe — Ibeto (2019) that the trouble with Nigeria is simply and
squarely a failure of leadership” the problem with Nigeria leaders is the issue of interest, their
major concern while in government is to promote their personal interest at the expense of the
public.

Impunity

Corruption flourished in Nigeria because it is considered the fastest means of making quick
money and without any deterrence measure. It is simply a state of lawlessness. As aptly stated
by Ogunboyede (2017) impunity as noticed in careless statements such as “nothing goes
happen” take me anywhere.

Lack of Integrity

The traditional value system has been negatively bastardized that the noble concept of
integrity is no longer appealing to Nigeria. What is interested now is how to make quick and
much money. Ironically, the richer one is the more respect and chieftaincy title is accorded.
Isumanah (1994) maintain that high level of poverty in the society also encourage political
class to continue stealing money to keep for their children and grandchildren.

Effects of Corruption

Corruption is a dangerous phenomenon with various effects on both social economic and
political sectors of social life. It allows few people to manipulate public resources for private
interest. It weakens institutions and increases poverty among the majority of the population as
a result of inequality in the distribution of resources. The effect of corruption can be seen as
follows:

Endemic Poverty

Corruption fuelled poverty level and spread its devastating wins to all facets of social life.
Corruption has divided the society into two antagonistic classes the rich and poor. The so-
called rich are the looters of public fund living the majority which constitutes 65% of the
population live on less than one dollar per day. Akhape (2019) see corruption as the great
enemy that stood against the successful implementation of welfare programmes such as
poverty alleviation programmmes, where huge monies where injected into the programme
without any result to show. As noted in the activities of bandits, kidnappers, insurgence etc.
This group of criminals perpetuates their activities without fear of the law. The movement of
dangerous weapons from one destination to the other is made possible through the corrupt
practices of the security. Okumagba (2009) in his concern on insecurity in the Niger Delta
Area, lamented that the growth and proliferation of ethnic militia groups is attributable to the
free movement of small arms. Corruption has claimed so many lives in Nigeria due to
collaboration between security personnel and insurgencies.

Retards Economic Development

Corruption is a known enemy of development as it ignites and fuel insecurity and penetrates
into the fabric of society of all levels in Nigeria, there has been various efforts made by
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governments to force development, among these development programmes are the poverty
alleviation programmes. Family Support Programmes (FSP) National Directorate for
Employment (NDE) the structural adjustment programmes (SAP) and may other efforts.
Ogundiya (2009) (32) described corruption as a major challenge in public administration in
Nigeria. He sees corruption as an obstacle to rule of law, stable democratic order, and
development end welfare of citizens.

The economic effects of corruption are observed in unequal distribution of national wealth
and the misallocation of resources and diversion of public wealth to personal property. It is
under the influence of corruption that high-profile project such as health, education, basic
infrastructures are distorted at the expense of private interest.

Okumagba (2002) in Akhakpe (2008) summarized the effects of corruption to include:
i. Neartotal collapse of infrastructure.
ii. Poordelivery of services by both government and private individuals.
iii. Poorandill-trained bureaucracy
iv. Recruitment of public staff based on God-fatherism at the expense of merit leading to
service delivery in the public sector.
v. Diversion of public funds to private pockets leading to low GDP, GNP.

The Extent of Corruption in Nigeria

Corruption in Nigeria has been a life-threatening virus and has assumed a chronic stage so
much so that corruption has a sapping effect and any attempt to prevent it proves to be
abortive. Anti-corruption strategies adopted by the government to fight corruption were
eventually used to protect the interests of the political elites at the expense of the common
interest. The culture of looting of public funds became so enmeshed in the psychology of
Nigerians leaders to the extent that political power became a tool with which revenues from oil
and natural gas are siphoned and diverted to private few individuals. Corroborating this
submission, Afiekhena (2005) in Dori (2014) opined that huge sum of the Nigerian wealth is
accrued to 1% of Nigerian elites who eventually invest it abroad. The transfer of huge capital
abroad constitutes adverse effect in the economic development of the nation, leading to
insecurity. Corruption has a sapping effect on institutions at all levels. As posited by
transparency international that corruption perception index of 1995 — 1997 putting Nigeria as
the most corrupt nation in the world.

According to EFCC (2015), report of corruption in Nigeria can be seen mostly in the form of
embezzlement and diversion of funds into private individuals. The report further revealed that
corrupt practice involving embezzlement and diversion of common wealth was put at the sum
of one trillion, three hundred and fifty-four billion, one hundred and thirty-two million and
four hundred thousand naira (1, 354, 132, 400, 000, 00). The merciless diversion of public
funds by tiny individuals in the society results in the non-performance of the government in the
area of security, health, employment etc.
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According to NBS, (2017) revealed that 95% of Nigerians fall within the trap of corrupt
practices. Showing that majority of Nigerians can accept bribe when offered. NBS (2017) in
Onyeonoru I (2002) submitted that the level of involvement of Nigerians in corrupt practices is
dangerously endemic as our 400 billion was reported to have been embezzled by political
elites. These funds should have changed the lives of the Nigerian masses if it was used in basic
infrastructural facilities such as employment opportunities, security, electricity, roads thereby
reducing pressure emanating from economic hardship of the poor majority. The venomous
nature of corruption spread so fast into institutions and agencies of the government. No unit,
agencies, ministries, departments are free from the scourge of corruption. The Nigerian police
is widely accused of indulging in corrupt practices, officers are seen on highways demanding
bribes from vehicle owners at checking points and misuse of power for personal gain. Business
Day (2005) opined that the most worrisome of the whole problem is that even the law
enforcement agents like custom officials are well noticed in corruption. The increasing
population of illegal foreigners that is composed of Boko haram, terrorist groups and the
lakurawa sects are linked to the corrupt practices of the Immigration Officers on the borders
leading to the proliferation of terrorist groups including the Boko haram, Lakurawa, ISIS,
Ansaruand Mamuda all operating freely in Nigeria.

The embarrassing effects of corruption is systemic and institutionalized and the urgent need to
be cleared. It is a cancer that has eaten deep into the fabrics of the society. (Guardian, 2012).
Dori (2016) asserted that the national assembly members, the Nigerian National Petroleum
Cooperation (NNPC), Security and Exchange Commission (SEC), the Nigerian Pension
Board etc. are reported to have been entangled in the deep web of corruption. The inability of
the national assembly members to seriously pursue these cases to conclusion is still linked to
corruption in high places. The Maina pension scam refers to an alleged looting of N195 billion
from pension funds. The case of Police Pension Funds fraud involving a director of Police
Pension Fund who was accused of misusing N32.8 billion from the Police Pension Fund. In
this scam, some members of the senate committee were alleged to have benefited from the
loot. Similarly, the Missing N20 billion-naira oil money which was revealed by a former
governor of Central Bank of Nigeria regarding to the failure of the NNPC to remit billions of
naira from the sales of oil to the government of Nigeria. Other alleged corrupt cases of similar
magnitude include the 15-million-dollar private jet/arms scandal, 1.1 million-dollar Malabu
oil scandal, Ekiti gate scandal etc. http://vi.

All these cases were supported with huge evidence to facilitate and simplified its investigation
and prosecution. The list of corrupt but unprosecuted cases is inexustable in this discussion.
The availability of arms and light weapons is one of the contemporary social problems that
happens endemic and seems to be devoid of any human effort towards curbing it.
Manufacturing and trafficking weapons have always been hampered through corrupt practices
of the Nigerian law enforcement agencies such as customs, immigration or military etc. Arms
trafficking is a booming cross border business resulting in the widespread and illegal use of
arms during conflicts. The volume of weapons in circulation has generated considerable
concern and a source of endemic insecurity economic development in Nigeria due to its
symbiotic connection to various social vices. (Nwabuez,1993; Oche, 2015). In Ishaya & Sadi
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(2017), other crimes associated with illegal possession and use of arms by civilians includes
community-based conflicts, farmers and herders clash, Terrorist attacks etc. To conform the
mass production of arms by these manufacturing countries, Abdul Ganiyu (2015) in Ishaya &
Sadi ( 2017) opined that in 2012, 875 million small arms were distributed worldwide, out of
this quantity, 650 million are in the possession of civilians. The illegal possession of weapons
by civilians has constituted a serious problem that calls for an urgent action considering the
devastating effects. Among the most notable countries with high rates of gun death and
injuries, Nigeria is rated as occupying the third position, United States having the first position
and South Africa coming the second position.(UN,2001)specifies small arms to include, Hand
guns, rifles, shot guns, semi-automatic and machine guns and refers to light weapons to
include, medium caliber and explosives ordinance, vehicle mounted antipersonnel, antitank
and anticraft rockets missiles, grenade, launchers, rocket propelled grenades etc. Transparency
International (2012) revealed that criminals of different classes bribe security officials to
smuggle weapons into the country. This agrees with a report by Nigerian Army that it
intercepted some trucks in which 300,000 cartridges for pump -action rifles were found.
(Punch, 2017). Also, in the report opined that in January 2017 the Nigerian custom service was
able to intercept a truck conveying 661 riffles and was said to have been successfully cleared by
customs at the Tin can island parts.

Corruption and Security Threats in Nigeria
Corruption is deadly virus that eat away any system and spread like wild fire. The nonchalant
attitude of the political class in the war against corruption has made Nigeria a fertile ground.
Dori (2005) maintained that corruption is a universal phenomenon that when it becomes
systemic, it infiltrates and pervades democratic, military, capitalist, socialist, developed and
developing societies, the difference is that it is in levels and effects. Corruption has claimed
many lives and property in Nigeria, especially during the period of Boko haram which is
claimed to have emerged sustained by corruption. Efforts put forward by the Jonathan's
administration to fight Boko haram insurgents recorded high monumental failure due to
corrupt practices of political elites. Corruption provides a fertile ground for book haram to
execute their nefarious acts unabated. The north eastern part of Nigeria which is the home or
headquarters of the insurgents is suffering from high level of frustrated and unemployed
youths, high scale of poverty and illiteracy. These factors combined with weak government,
corruption, poor health service delivery, inadequate welfare service, poor environmental
conditions, hunger etc. are some of the factors that provide a fertile ground and sustained Boko
haram operations. This assertion is in line with response by a senior Boko haram leader that:

Corruption became the catalyst for Boko Haram. Mohammed Yusuf the first

book haram leader would have found it difficult to gain a lot of these people if

he was operating in a functional state. But his teachings were easily accepted

because the environment, the frustration, the corruption and the injustice made

it fertile for his ideology to grow very fast like wild fire. Human Right Watch,

2012.

Corruption as an inhumane and morally bankrupt behavior. It creates frustration and
disaffection in the minds of the majority who are deprived from taking their share from the
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national cake they find expression. Criminal activities such as insurgency, kidnapping,
banditry etc. The inability of the Jonathan's administration to defeat Boko haram despite huge
allocation of funds to security became worrisome and an issue of concern to both national and
international community. Olufemi (2015) opined that between 2011 and 2015 the security
sector was reported to have been allocated with the total sum ¥N4.62 trillion to restore security
in the land. But there was no result. Instead, the level of insecurity continues to escalate. The
period was characterized by high scale of killings, destruction of public and private properties,
increased internal displacement (IDPs), kidnappings and abductions of school children etc.
The nation witnessed unprecedented corruption during the Boko haram insurgency in
Nigeria. Instead of fighting the war effectively, both the military elites and the political class
see the period as an opportunity to accumulate wealth for themselves and families at the
expense of the majority down trodden class. It was reported that 5.7 million dollars was
missing through the banks. (Ibekwe, 2014).

The administration of Jonathan was accused of fraudulently aiding and abating the Boko
Haram in their deadly operations. The Dasuki gate scandal of 2.1 billion dollars. The scandal
involved the former National Security Adviser (NSA) under President Jonathan and other
military chiefs in collaboration with top-notch Nigerian politicians. Hakeem (2016) stressed
that the corrosive winds of corruption is strongly dangerous that it erodes morality, fear of
God, patriotism and commitment to nation building. The concern for self against public
interest is the driving force. Reports of diversion of funds meant to purchase arms and
ammunitions for Nigerian soldiers on the battle field dominates the media and the public.

Other discoveries by the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) revealed that
12.9 billion dollars was discovered on arms deal fraud during the Buhari administration, this
evil business engulfed as much as 15 billion dollars. This money was shared by some top
politicians and military officers thereby exposing the Nigerian soldiers to become easy targets
to the insurgent. This report was also captured by the then Vice Presidents Osibanjo that
Nigeria lost about 15 billion dollars to fraudulent and corrupt practices on security equipment
spending during the administration of Goodluck Jonathan (Premium Times; May, 2016).
This experience confirmed the allegation by Nigerians that the security is aiding the Boko
haram operations. The intense bombings of properties worth billions of naira, loss of human
lives persisted for long. Also, the group became so powerful that some local government and
towns were captured and increasingly perpetuating and sustaining their force through
recruitment of Nigerian youths into the book haram army. This experience shows that
corruption can destroy and render society systems functionality.

The military system in Nigeria was subjected to a series of challenges and a near collapse as
many soldiers were court martialed because of their refusal to fight the insurgents. Reports of
insurgents using much superior weapons compared to those ones used by the Nigerian Army
was a known fact. This revelation shows that Nigeria was fighting corruption and insurgency
concurrently. The Jonathan administration failed because the two forces were too strong for
his administration to contend with leading to his defeat by President Muhammadu Buhari in
2015 General Elections. In addition to the corrupt practices by top politicians and military
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officers, the Nigerian highways have also witnessed an alarming rate of bribery and corruption
which undermine the security of Nigerians. Corruption has become a full-blown cancer and it
is noticed in every sector of Nigeria. The security outfits of Nigerian highways have been
disabled by bribery and corruption which is described as a booming business on the highway
(Tribune; April 11, 2019). Corroborating this claim is a report by the International Society for
Civil Liberty and the Rule of Law. The report indicted the Nigerian security and law
enforcement agencies of high-level extortion from road users to as much as & 100, billion in
highway booming business between 2015 and 2018. (Business Day; November 17, 2021). The
report stressed that at ¥ 40,000 per day, the 700 police road blocks in Abia State must have
unlawfully earned ¥ 28 million per day, ¥ 840 million per month (Business Day; November
17,2021).

The increasing systemic and unprecedented form of corruption in Nigeria emerged, fuelled
and sustained by the persistent erosion of morality among Nigerian security. Onyeonoru
(2002) noted that corruption in Nigeria has become an epidemic and consumed even the
security agencies. In 1994 alone, about 38 members of the Nigerian army were arrested of
various crimes ranging from kidnapping to armed robbery of innocent individuals. In Kano, 3
soldiers were arrested for robbing a company cashier and driver to the tune of #22,6550.00. In
Kaduna, it was reported that 7military officers were arrested for armed robbery and possession
of fake Nigerian currency. (Nigerian Tribune, October,27,1994).

It was reported by the Human Rights watch that people who refuse to pay bribes are penciled
down for arbitrary arrest, unlawful detention and threat. Police brutality and extortion on
highways is further encouraged by the 'system of returns. This is a condition in which junior
officers on check points are compelled to give part of the money extorted to their senior police
officers. This system is believed to have further strengthened bribery and extortion on
highways since non-compliance will result in the redeployment of a junior officer from the
most cherished checkpoint.

Effects of Corruption

The prevalence of corruption has provided an ugly image on national life. It constituted a
stumbling block to progress and development. Corruption in Nigeria hinders development by
diverting public funds to a tiny, selfish and extremely greedy individuals in governance.
Nigeria has been in a state of flux due to bad governance and gross mismanagement of funds
by few individuals. So long as insatiable individuals have decided to create paradise to
themselves through fraudulent and corrupt means, the concept of development continue
mirage thereby impoverishing the majority and making the youths, the so-called leaders of
tomorrow hopeless, frustrated and a security risk to national development.

When corruption becomes endemic it decomposes morality, integrity and tarnish the image of
a country globally. A dangerous demon that deserves to be avoided becomes a darling friend
and most accepted in Nigeria. While most nations of the world are genuinely fighting the
menace of corruption, in Nigeria, it is an acceptable and covetous norm. no wonder Nigerians
suffer more than most nations on security checks, at airports, shopping malls, checkpoints, etc.
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Nigerians are subjected to rigorous search due to the harm corruption has caused the nation.
The Xenophobia attacks against Nigerians mostly youth in South Africa, the recent protest
tagged Nigeria must go in Ghana and the global mistrust for Nigeria is a clear testimony of a
country that is decomposed of any value to human existence.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The concern of this study is to examine corruption in Nigeria and how it has constituted a
stumbling block to security measures put forward by the government. A conceptual
understanding of corruption was provided to enable, and enhance a better understanding of
the subject matter. The understanding of corruption throws more light to the understanding of
the implication of corruption and the causes and effects of corruption in Nigeria. The theory
of fragile state was employed to understand why corruption persist despite all efforts towards
curbing it. Also, the extent of corruption was explored to providing more light on the
seriousness of corruption be employed in the fight.

An attempt has also been made to understand the effect of corruption on security in Nigeria.
This has provided a clear picture of the collaborative relationship between the security and
criminals who take advantage of the hungry and unpatriotic security agents on check points by
giving them bribes to compromise their civic responsibility. It is a matter of fact that corruption
is a strong obstacle to development considering the fact a there is no development in an
insecure environment.

It is recommended that since fighting corruption is a collective responsibility, government
should involve everybody into the fight by providing a legal cover to everyone who report any
form of corrupt practices. This should be done through the instrument of whistle blowing. The
culture of fighting looters should stop instead looters should be punished through shaming.
There should be a genuine attempt to empower citizens economically so that the shaming
strategy can be sustained, be as poverty and hunger are strong factors for subservience.
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